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SKETCHES OF THE CHARACTER 
OF THE REV. SAMUEL MAC- 
CLINTOCK, D.D.LATE PASTOR 
OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
GREENLAND, N. H. . 


HE subject of the ensuing 
T moirs was the son.of Mr, Wil- 
liam Macclintock, who came from 
the North of Ireland, and settled at 
Medford, near Boston, in the char- 
acter of a respectable Farmer. He 
wasthe husband of four wives, the 
father of 19 children, and lived to 
be ninety years old. His third wife 
accompanied him to this country, 
and of her this son was born at 
Medford, 1 May, 1732. His par- 
ents being in the Presbyterian con- 
nection, their children were early. 
instructed in the principles of the 
christian religion, both by their 
minister and parents, according to 
the rules that were then observed 
in that denomination, Destined 
probably by his parents, and de- 
signed by Providence for a public 
education, he was early put to the 
grammar school at Medford, from 
thence he was removed to the 
grammar school at Concord, under 
the instruction cf the celebrated 
Master Minot, and from thence he 
removed to an Academy near 
Northampton, (Massa.) . under 
the preceptorship of Mr. Aber- 
crombie, a clergyman eminent for 
his learning and piety. From this 
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College, in New-Jersey, whose rep* 
‘utation stood high among its sister 
seminaries, and particularly for 
forming candidates for the minis- 
try, having been distinguished by 
a succession of Presidents eminent 
“in theology and in pulpit talents. 
| From this College he proceeded 
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} Bachelor of Arts in the year 1751. 
And, as the most unequivocal proof 
of his reputation as a scholar, and 
of the rank that he held in the es- 
timation of the governors of the 

foe he was invited by Presi- 
dent Burk to the office of Tutor 
before the year expired ; but his 
engagements in a school, and the 





solicitation of friends, in and near 
Boston, induced him to decline the 
acceptance’ of that office, with re- 
ference to which event this remark 
fell from his own pen—“In this 
among a thousand imstances, we 
may see the hand of a governing 
Providence in disposing our situas. 
ticn and circumstances in life, con- 
trary to our plans and inclinations. 
Had I accepted this offer, it is alto-. 
gether improbable I should have 
fixed my residence for life in this 
part of the country.”’ 

To a preparation for the work 
of the ministry the Doctor early 
directed his studies, doubtless from 
a predilection that arose from a 
love to Christ, and a desire to “feed 
his sheep and lambs,” for his natu+ 





Academy he entered Princeton 
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ral abilitics were so distinguished, 

















































id Sketches of the Character of 


his genius so universal, and his ac- 
quirements so liberal, th: at he would 
have appeared with eminence in 
either of the learned professions ; 
but to the service of Christ in his 
Church, he consecrated them all, 
and directed his undivided atten- 
tion to the study of Divinity, and 
rendered his lighter reading sub- 
servient to this main design. Soon 
after hefcommenced a preacher, he 
was affectionately noticed and pat- 
ronized by the Rev. Mr. M’Gre- 
gore of Londonderry, and invited 
to make his house his home, which 
he did during the time that he 
preached as a cendidate. Being 
occasionally on a journey from 
Newbury to Portsmouth, he was in- 
vited to preach a lecture at Green- 
Jand, and such was the effect of 
this accidental discourse, that they 
invited him ‘to assist their then 
aged pastor, the Rev. Mr. Allen, 
and soon gave him an unanimous 
call to settle with them in the work 
of the ministry. The unanimity 
and affection discovered on this oc- 
casion, led him to sacrifice far 
more flattering worldly prospects, 
to what he thought the call ~f duty, 
and induced him to accep thein- 
vitation that was presented him. 
His natural and acquired endow- 
ments, joined to a love for close 
application, soon exhibited him an 
able and thorough divine, singu- 
larly qualified to vindicate and de- 
fend the faith once delivered to the 
saints, to confute gain-sayers, and 
to put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men.- For the field of con- 
troversy he had no predilection, 
apprehending that religious contro» 
versv did not ordinarily promote 
the cause of piety, but whenever he 
was drawn, or forced into it, they 
had occasion to repent, who had 
imposed the necessity. 

The strain of Dr. Macclintock’s 
preaching was evangelical, serious, 
instructive,plain and practical ; his 
style manly and nervous, his deliv- 
ery solemn and unaffected. His 
sermons were always the fruit of 
close application, and finished with 
a degree of accuracy, that few at- 








tempt, and much fewer attain. As 
a sermonizer and preacher, the 
Doctor stood high in reputation in 
this part of the country, and his bre- 
thren in the ministry thought them- 
selves favored when they could 
have an opportunity to be his hear- 
ers, 
In devotional exercises, the Doc- 
tor always appeared humble, se- 
rious, solemn and affecting. He 
insensibly led those that joined with 
him, into the presence chamber of 
the being whom he addressed, and 
excited emotions of adoration and 
humility,—corresponding to the 
greatness of Jehovah and the lit- 
tleness of man. His manner in 
prayer was so deliberate that some- 
times it seemed to approach hesi- 
tancy, but those whose devotions he 
led were always relieved and edi- 
fied, by the pertinency and fitness 
of his expressions,which were “like 
apples of gold in pictures of silver,” 
A good natural constitution, and un- 
interrupted health, joined to great 
activity and diligence, enabled the 
Doctor not only to study much, but 
to attend to those parochial visits, 
which are expected of a minister, 
and to afford instruction, support 
and consolation to the sick and af- 
flicted. Though habitually grave 
and serious, he relished and enjoy- 
ed cheerful conversation, and knew 
how to direct and convert it to the 
purposes of edification. By consti- 
tution anc discipline he was merci- 
fully free from that vein of melan- 
choly and depression of spirit, 
which sometimes shades the lustre 
of eminent piety in the contempla- 
tive and studious. His friendships 
were sincere, ardent and lasting ; 
and he was ready to gratify the 
wishes of his friends, whenever it 
could be done ; and afford assist- 
ance whenever it was needed. ‘The 
hospitality of his house was emi- 
nently exemplary, rising to the full 
import of the apostolic injunction 
to bishops, to be “eiven to hos- 
jutality.” 
From constitution and principle 

being opposed to all civil and reli- 
gious impositions, to all encroach- 


w LY @ 


_ 1 


4 


ie Ms po 


the Rev, Samuel M”’Clintock, D. D. it 


ments upon the rights of conscience 
or of men, he entered warmly into 
thedefence of his country’s rights, 
when threatened and invaded by 
the claims of Great Britain. When 
the dispute had progressed to the 
ultimate resort, and the solemn ap- 
peal was made to the God of bat- 
tle, being in the vigor and activity 
of life, he once and again visited 
those, who “jeoparded their lives 
in the high places of the field,” in 
the character of their chaplain ; 
by hisexhortations, prayers and ex- 
ample encouraging and animating 
them to the unequal conflict.— 
When at home, he demonstrated 
his willingness to bear the burden 
with his people, by constantly 
preaching to them, and yet labor- 


ing with his own hands to supply { 


the deficiency of his small salary, 
rendered more inadequate, by the 
circumstances of the times, to the 


- support of a numerous family which 


God had given him. For among 
other dispensations of Providence, 
which tended to fix the Doctor in 
this part of the country, and to ren- 
der his life respectable and happy, | 
he was accidentally led, on his first 
Visit to Portsmouth, to an acquaint- 
ance with a most excellent and 
worthy lady, whose memory is still 
dear to all who knew her, whom 
he married in the fall of the year 
1754, and with whom he lived 31 
years and had 15 childrengy many 
of whom he was called to part with 
after they had arrived to the years 
of manhood, but those trying scenes 
and especially the loss of the wife 
of his youth, who was taken from 
him the fourth day of August, 1785, 
leaving behind her, as he himself 
notes “that good name which is 
better than rubies,” brought into 
view an eminent trait in the Doc- 
tor’s character, his firmness and 
fortitude of mind, and tested his 
submission and resignation to divine 
Providence. He received those 
strokes with uncommon firmness 
and equanimity, and bowed sub- 
missive to the will of God, fre- 
quently expressing his desire, to 





have no will but his, and to “be still | 


and know that he is God.” After — 
a solitary interval of mourning 
widowhood, he married the amia- 
ble lady, who still survives to feel 
his loss. By her he had one son, 
who with his other surviving chil- 
dren, it is devoutly wished, may in- 
herit his virtues, remember his 
counsels, and follow him wherein 
he followed Christ. 

With an uncommon series of un- 


‘interrupted health, and ability for 


fatigue and active service, the Doc- 
tor surpassed the period allotted 
to human life. He was much more 
apprehensive of encroaching de- 
bility than any of his friends, and 
for many months frequently inti- 
mated his persuasion that he had 
not long to live, making the min- 
utes, and giving the directions 
which he wished to have observed 
at the occurrence of such an event ; 
yet with very little interruption he 
continued his ministerial services 
until the Sabbath before his death. 
The annual Fast, which was the 
19th of April, was the last of his 
preaching, and what was remark- 
able upon his return to his fariily 
he observed that he had done 
preaching. His complaints, which 
at first did not alarm his friends,. 
soon put on a threatening aspect, 
and increased so rapidly, that they 
had but httle opportunity to receive 
his dying counsel, or to hear his at- 
testations to the truth of religion. 
In an interview of one of his breth- 
ren in the ministry with him the 
day before he died, though he was 
able to speak but litle “he pro- 
fessed his firm belief of the truth 
of the christian religion ; and said, 
that his entire dependence and 
hope was upon that Gospel which 
he had preached to others.” He 
expressed a willingness to live or 
die, and added “a desire to have no 
will but God’s.”” He continued un- 
til the morning of the 27th of April 
1804,when he exchanged this world 
for another, and is, we trust, reap- 
ing the reward of a faithful ser- 
vant in the kingdom of God. The 
people of his charge, and all who 
were favored with his occasional} 
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yninistrations, have reason on- 
sider how they have heard and re- 
ceived, and profited ; for the truths 
of God dispensed by his servants 
will not return void, they will prove 
a savor of life unto life, or of death 
unto death to those that hear them. 

The extreme aversion of the 
Doctor to all parade and ostenta- 
tion, led him to direct his executor 
to have his funeral solemnities per- 
formed with as little formality as 
would satisfy the wishes of his par- 
ishioners and friends. A similar 
principle influenced him to direct 
all his sermons to be burned €xcept 
a small number which he permitted 
his children to select. This direc- 
tion we have exceedingly to regret 
since the public are hereby depri- 
ved of what might have greatly 
enriched, and adorned the pages of 
this Magazine. And still farther, 
so great was his aversion to have 
any thing distinguished at his grave 
that he directed his executor, if he 
thought proper to do any thing, to 
place but a plain stone there, for 
which he left the following inscrip- 
tion, now filled up by the compiler 
of these memoirs.— 

To the memory of SAMUEL 
Maccuintock, D. D. who died 
April 27, 1804, in the 72d year of 
his age, and the 48th of his ministry. 

His body rests here in the cer- 
tain hope of a resurrection to life 
and immortality, when Christ shall 
appear a second time, to destroy 
the Inst enemy death, and to con- 
suymate the great design of his 
ynediatorial kingdom. 

—=—2 + 
To THE EDITORS OF THE PIS- 

CAVAQUA EVANGELICAL MAG- 

AZINE. Gentlemen, 

YOUR proposals for publishing 
a periodical work, to be entitled, 
the Piscataqua Evangelical Maga- 
zine, mect mv most cordial ap- 
probation, and shall have all the 
aid I am able to afford. I have 
read them with heart-felt satisfac- 
tion; and have remarked with 
pleasure, that extracts from the 
ciarics of Christians, are intended 





to be occasionally introduced.— ; 


Such pieces, in a work of this na- 
ture, if selections are judiciously 
made, are in my view calculatéd 
“by the divine blessing, to enlighten 
the mind, impress the conscience, 
meliorate the heart, and improve 
the practice.” It is therefore my 
intention to offer for publication a 
series of extracts from the private 
diary, of a christian minister. They 
will, as the pressure of other avo- 
cations shall permit, be submitted 
to your Inspection. 

‘The first extract, which is trans- 
mitted to you, is entitled, J work 
of grace in the conversion of a 
youth, destined by Providence for 
the gosfel ministry. Should it 
meet your approbation, FI could 
wish it might occupy a place in 
your first number. 

Permit me, gentlemen, to ex- 
press my earnest wish that your 
contemplated Magazine may be an 
Evangelist indeed. In conducting 
the work in question, I sincerely 
wish you, what the eloquent Apos- 
tle stvlee, “the riches, of the full as- 
surance, of understanding.” Most 
fervently do I wish, that the good 
Lord, who educes so many millions 
of elegant leaves, lovely flowers, 
and graceful plants, from the seeds 
of spring, may enable you, to dilate, 
fill up, and complete the scheme 
which you have sketched out, [J 
most cordially wish that GOD, the 
great God, would vouchsafe to 
patronize, and prosper vour labor 
of love. And if God will prosper, 
who shall obstruct, “if nx will work 
whoshalJj tet it.” Under the patron- 
age and biessing of a gracious 
Providence, may your successive 
numbers be launched into the 
world ! Thus may they gain the 
haven of public acceptance, and 
import those most valuable com- 
modities, pleasure,which improves, 
and improvement, which delights ? 
These, gentlemen, are the wishes 
of one, who feels deeply interested 
in the work on which you are en- 
tering. ‘Turning these wishes into 
prayers, I beg leave to subscribe 
myself, Yours in the best bonds, 

PALZEMON. 
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EXTRACTED FROM THE PRI- 
VATE DIARY OF A C&ARIS- 
IAN MINISTER, DATED JAN- 
WARY 5, -------. 

NUM. I. 

YESTERDAY, was to me a 
most important, and interesting pe- 
riod.—A never to be forgotten day. 
A day, for which, I confess myself 
bound to praise the God of my life, 
in every moment of my future ex- 
istence ; and for which, I hope to 
adore HIM, in the revolutions of a 
whole eternity. | 

I was born on the 4th of Janu- 
ary, ****, Yesterday was there- 
fore my birth-day—the beginning 
of the 18th year of my momentary, 
my mortal lifes’ ft..." .S more—it 
was, as I trust, the day of my spir- 
jtual birth. The day in which, if 
I am not greatly deceived, the God 
of all mercy, was graciously plea- 
sed to give me to know experi- 
mentally, what it is to be born 
again.—-O the adorable goodness, 
and mercy of God! ue pitied me, 
when I was lost and vile. HE 
called me, when I was wandering 
in the devious, and dangerous ways 
of sin. HE enlightened me, when 
TI was enveloped in spiritual dark- 
ness. Hz recovered me, from my 
guilty, and ungrateful distance. 
He twisted the cords of his love so 
around my heart, that HE made it 
all hisown. HE wound himself so 
into my affections, that I ¢ould not 
live without him. HE bowed my 
stubborn will, and constrained me 
to exclaim, with another distin- 
guished object of his mercy ; **Lerd 
what wilt thou have me to do ?” 

I desire now, with the deepest 
solemnity of soul ; with the liveliest 
gratitude of heart, to recollect, 
and reeord, the affecting transac- 
tions, experiences, and resolutions 
of yesterday. I cannot but note 
the riches of the goodness, and for- 
bearance, and long suffering mercy 
of God, to me a worthless worm— 
a guilty, thoughtless, and endan- 
gered sinner. Oh, what would have 
become of me, if God had dealt 
with me, in the days of my unre- 
generacy, according to my deserts : 





if he had permitted the sentence 
of his justice to be awfully execu- 
ted, and so, made punishment 77- 
stantly to follow transgression. I 
could not have died in the hope of 
escaping the anger of a sin res 
venging God. I must have suf- 
fered an everlasting exclusion from 
abused mercy. I must have been 
a lost soul forever and ever. Yes, 
I must, even now, have been in 
hell, with the devil and his angels, 
if God had exercised no patience 
towards me. O the forbearance of 
God ! What unutterable goodness ! 
What stupendous love ! What long 
suffering mercy ! O the depths of 
the grace of God ! Every power of 
my soul is absorbed in this subject, 
It baffles description. It surpasses 
at once, conception and praise. Ye 
angels, who bask in the meridian 
light of celestial glory, and rejoice 
in the conversion of sinners, lend 
meyour aid. Ye ransomed souls, 
who dwell in the bosom of boundless 
love, and sing the song of Moses 
and the Lamb, let your exalted 
notes celebrate the praises of that 
mercy, which runs, and reigns, and 
triumphs through a redeemer !! ! 

Ever since I was capable of re- 
ceiving religious instruction, it has 
been my privilege to enjoy access 
to the best means of improvement. 
The child of christian parents, I 
was carly the object of their anx- 
ietv, and care, They daily carried 
me on their hearts, to the throne 
of God, in the worship of the fam-« 
ily, and in the devotions of the clo- 
set. With all the tenderness of 
parental importunity, they implor- 
ed for me, interest in the pardon 
of the Redeemer’s blood ; and ex- 
perience of the renewing, and pu- 
rifying power of his sanctifying 
spirit. Nor did they stop here. 
To fervent supplications, they ad- 
ded faithful instructions, impres- 
sive exhortations, and melting ex- 
postulations. To their Gop, and 
Redeemer, they repeatedly told 
me, they had solemnly dedicated 
me before my birth, when I was 
baptized, and, often since. They 
frequently charged me to live in 
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the fear of God, and in the sincere 
cultivation of true piety, and vir- 
tue continually. 

As soon as my growing years, 
and opening capacity, encouraged 
a hope that I could attend with 
profit, I was conducted to the house 
of God. Thence I had opportunity 
of access, to the instruction of a 
minister of distinguished excel- 
lence, and eminent piety—a faith- 
ful, and evangelical preacher. 

To serious reflections, and affect- 
ing impressions of mind, I was not 
altogether a stranger, during this 
period. But, the close of the 17th 
year of my age, was the time—the 
college, of which I have lately be- 
come a member, was the place ; 
and the taithful, the penetrating, 
and impressive labors of her Pre- 
sident, were the mean which the 
God of grace had chosen, most ef- 
fectually to call up my attention, 
awaken my conscience, and pene- 
trate my heart. 

_ It was to me, abundantly plain, 
that our beloved President usually 
preached as if he felt the weight, 
and power of divine truth on his 
own heart. But in the close of the 
last fall, and the commencement of 
the present winter, his ministra- 
tions were attended with very ob- 
vious, and undeniable evidences, 
of the divine presence, and the pow- 
erful influences of the most holy, 

and blessed spirit of God. A pro- 
found, and sweet attention ensued. 

Opportunities, for joining in exer- 
cises of religious worship, were ea- 
gerly sought. Meetings were 
thronged. The word of God, 
whenever dispensed, seemed to 
make its way to the consciences of 
all. It evidently entered into the 
minds, and penetrated the hearts 
of many. Several members of col- 
lege, and some others who resorted 
hither to attend divine service, be- 
came the subjects of the work,and 
were hopefully converted unto God. 

Of these triumphs of the Redeem- 
er’s grace, I could not long continue 
an indifferent, or uninterested spec- 
tator. The text and the sermon 


of the last Sabbath, in November, I | 





shall never forget. “Awake O 
‘sword against my shepherd, and 
“against the man that is my felléw 
“saith the Lorn of hosts ; smite 
“ the shepherd, and the sheep shall 
“be scattered ; and I will turn 
‘mine hand upon the little ones.’ 

Nor shall a recollection of the im- 
pression, with which my heart was 
then penetrated, be soon erased 
from my memory. O what holi- 
ness, what justice, and majesty did 
I perceive in Gop ! What vileness, 
what infamy, what enormity in sin! 
And, ah ! what pollution, what 
criminality, and enmity in this sin- 
ful soul of mine ! I sighed, I wept, 
I trembled under a sight and sense 
of my sins i7..cuilt and danger, 
Isaw myself to be, what the bible 
had all along declared } me to be— 
a lost, a willing, and ynshielded 
sinner. I felt my state te be in- 


deed, a state of wretchedi?¢ss and 


wrath. And my constant C'Y #- 
war My WwW as—** Lord wha: t shall I 
*¢ do to 4e saved i ? God be merciiul 
“to me \ sinner. 

To suppics the cry / for mercy, 
I now found, was to me impossib:e. 
Never, howev er, never can I de- 
scribe the feelings of those anxious 
moments, in which my mind re- 
volved such distressing thoughts as 
these. Perhaps the days of mercy 
are past—possibly the time of mer- 
ciful visitation is atan end—it may 
be, all future solicitude and sorrow 
will be in vain.—I know I am not 
worthy of the least mercy ; and 
peradventure there is no hope, and 
I am lost forever,—I now clearly 
see that, as a sinner, all theclaim 
I had on God was wrath ; and that 
all my title, in the eye of law was 
woe. ‘The word of God condem- 
ned me—the perfect knowledge of 
the Lord condemned me—and con- 
science—inbred conscience was 
forced to confess the sentence just, 
These are the books which John 
beheld in vision ; and I thought [ 
saw them open. I thought I saw 
their pages, filled out with the 
dread catalogue of all my crimes, 
Sins of childhood, youth, and riper 
years—of heart, and lip, and life. 
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Sabbaths and sermons trifled away, 
means and mercies all abused. 
Pyovidence, word, and spirit all 

rofaned. Sunand moon,house and 
friends, life and health, all abused 
to divers lusts and pleasures. Nor 
could a recollection of the reli- 
gious duties which I had attempted 
afford a moment’s respite, or soothe 
the anguish of my burthened, la- 
boring mind. No—refiection, e- 
ven on these, served to enhance 
my deep distress—not because I 
didthem, but because they were 
both proudiy and profanely done. 
But that which added. an unutter- 
able bitterness to these reflections 
was—lI had trusted to false hopes, 
I had adhered to lying refuges—I 
had spurned the hand of mercy 
that was extended to save—TI had 
refused to hear the melting expos- 
tulations of bleeding, dying love— 
I had trampled under foot the blood 
of the covenant—I had crucified 
Christ. 

Inow ceased to wonder that God 
had not accepted me. I saw—I 
was convinced that I wasa wretch- 
ed, anda ruined sinner—and in the 
anguish of my soul, I sighed, and 
said within my heart—Ah how 
guilty, how endangered is my state! 
To be pitied of all rational and in- 
teliigent beings. I am lost, and 
cannot help myself—blind, and 
cannot see an helper near—proud, 
and unwilling to yield to Jesus 
Christ. I have quarreled with 
God—lI have opposed the methods 
of his administfation ; especially 
his way of saving sinners, as re- 
vealed in the gospel.—Anda should 
the Lord, according to his holy 
word, now doom me to eternal 
ruin, the celestial world, my sinful 
soul, and ali the creation must con- 
fess the sentence just. I did not, 
indeed, by this consent to be eter- 
nally rejected of the Lord. Nor 
did I feel, in my view, reconciled 
to the idea of my own damnation. 
No, this to me was utterly impos- 
sible. But I was convinced of per- 
fect reason in the sentence of the 
law ; and of perfect justice, were it 
executed upon me, in all its extent, 
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Had the pressure of that dis- 
tress, under which I now sighed, 
and languished, continued long, my 
soul had sunk beneath its weight. 
But in the moment of my greatest 
extremity—at the all-important 
crisis—in the mount, the Lord ap- 
peared for me. 1 had destroyed 
myself, but he let me see “all my 
help in him.” ‘There was no arm 
human or angelic that could save 
me, but “his own arm brought sal- 
vation.” Every legal hope was 
utterly cut off, but mercy, matchless 
mercy, im consistence with untaint- 
ed justice, refcrring to the great 
atonement said,—-** Deliver him, 
for I have found a ransom.” 

In this solemn, this memorable 
season, the spirit of all revealed 
truth presented to my mind, in the 
light of the divine word of God, 
that glorious Christ which the gos- 
pel had long announced to me, 
With a mental eye I saw the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
I saw a godlike beauty inhis char- 
acter, compared with which, all 
else, was mere deformity. -O how 
lovely, how charming, how 3lor- 
ious did his adorable person ap- 
pear ! How unutterably precious 
was the blessed Jesus to my soul ! 
His very name was as ointment 
poured forth— 

“My Lord ! my Savior / yes ‘tis He; 
I know him by the fmiles be wears, 
Dear, glorious man, that died for me, 
Drench’d deep in agonies and tears, 

Instantly I found my whole soul 
captivated with thé excellencies 
end glories of Jesus Christ. I no 
longer doubted his suitableness, his 
sufficiency, his willingness to save 
me. I did not ask myself, whether 
I was willing to trust my soul in his 
hands. But ere I was aware, I 
was, if I may speak so, swallowed 
up in an ocean of goodness and 
love. I found my soul atrest. An 
expositor, whic, I trust, has not 
deceived me, taught me the meen- 
ing of those precious words, which 
then passed through my mind— 
“ Come unto me, all ye that labor, 
“and are heavy laden, and I will 
“sive you rest,” I could with 
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heart-felt satisfaction say, “here is 
my rest—here will I dwell.” My 
heart determined all for Christ. 
It made an ardent choice of him, 
as a seen complete redeemer. In 
him my affections freely centered. 
On him my soul securely rested : 
and had every hair of my head a 
distinct soul, at my disposal, on the 
grace, the mercy, and the merit of 
my Redeemer I could most cheer- 
fully have ventured them all. Othe 
light and love, the joy and peace 
which then possessed my soul, 
With cheerfulness, I could say 
with the poet 

“There's nothing round these painted skies, 
Or on this dusty clod. 

Nothing, my soul, that’s worth thy joys, 
Or lovely as thy God. 

*Tis heaven on earth to taste bis love, 
To feel bis quickn’ing grace ; 

And all the heaven I hope above, 

Ts but to see bis face.” 

O what a debtor to divine, re- 
deeming love {| Never, surely nev- 
er had individual greater cause 
for admiring and adoring the free, 
triumphant grace of God. It was 
godlike mercy, that averted the 
stroke of divine justice, to which 
I was every moment exposed, in 
my state of unreclaimed impene- 
tence, and estrangement from God. 
It was rich, and free grace, that 
opened, and oe to my heart 
that great sacrifice, without which 
I must have remained, a child of 
wrath forever. O the depth, of 
the riches, of the goodness, and 
mercy of God! I desire, forever 
to praise, and magnify the holy 
name of God, for that wonderous 
plan, devised for man’s redemp- 
tion in the council of eternity. I 
trust, I shall always gratefully ex- 
alt, and magnify the Lord, for that 
perfect system of divine truth, re- 
corded in the bible ; and in which, 
life and immortality are brought to 
light. I hope, eternally to adore 


its great author, for sending his 
most blessed spirit, to open its 
glorious doctrines—to impress up- 
on my mind a full conviction of 
their authority, and lead me, freely 
to venture my soul, on their real- 











ity. Eternity itself will be little 
enough, to celebrate the praises of 
(od, who was graciously pleased, 
by his spirit, to imprint on © 
heart, the truths of the bible, and 
by means thereof, to give me a 
sense of my perishing condition, 
as I lay in my natural state—to 
show me my absolute need of de- 
riving all good, from Christ—to 
discover to me the sufficiency, the 
suitableness, and the willingness of 
Jesus Christ to renew, to sanctify, 
and save me—to effect a real mor- 
al change in my heart, by his 
own sacred energy ; and so to bow 
my will to choose, and embrace 
the Redeemer, in all his offices; 
for my only Savior and portion ; 
and to dedicate, and give myself 
wholly away to him forever. 

And now, all glorious and ever 
blessed God, what shall I render 
unto thee for all thy benefits ? I 
owe thee ten thousand talents, and 
I have nothing to pay. I am ute 
terly an insolvent. Let my heart 
be dissolved by the fire of redeem- 
ing, saving love, into god-adore 
ing gratitude, Let my eyes be 
melted into tears of sensibility, and 
praise. 

But drops of tears can ne'er repay, 
The debt of love I owe. 
Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
Tis all that I can do, 

Yes, O my God, I give myself 
to thee, in the sincerity of my 
soul, Vouchsafe, I beseech thee, to 
accept of the poor prodigal, now 
returning unto thee, and prostrate 
ing himself at the footstool of thy 
gracious throne. I have, indeed, 
fallen from thee by my iniquity, 
I am by nature, and bp practice a 
lost, and miserable Sinner. But 
from the pure motive of thine un- 
bounded, thine infinite mercy, thou 
hast as I trust, revealed thyself to 
me, as my God and Father, in 
Christ Jesus ; and invited me to 
accept thee as my portion forever. 
Now, therefore, I call heaven and 
earth to record this day, that I do 
here, on the bended knees of my 
sinful body, solemnly avouch thee, 
for the Lory my Gop, and in a 
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frame of the most. profound solem- 
nity, bow my soul beneath the feet 
of thy most sacred Majesty. Anc 
moreover, I do here take thee, 
the Lorp Jruovan, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, for my light, my 
life, my happiness, and glory, and 
do give up myself, body and soul 
to thee, to.be thy servant, resolv- 
ing and promising, to serve thee, 
in holiness, and righteousness, all 
the days of my life. Ali this Ido, 
flying to the blood of the everlast~ 
ing covenant, for the pardon oi 
every error ; depending on the 
help of promised grace, to carry 
me through every trial; and pray- 
ing, that the glorious Lord, who 
is the great shepherd, would pre- 
pare, and strengthen me, for ev- 
ery good word and work, to do 
his will, working in me that which 
is well pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever. 
AMEN. 
——e 

THE preceding experiences of 
a youth designed of God for the 
office of the ministry, seem mark- 
ed with an uncommon power and 
energy of the spirit that he might 
be the more able guide and skil- 
ful assistant to sinners under awak- 
enings and conversions. But lest 
the adversary should take occa- 
sion from such uncommonly pow- 
erful operations to fill with unrea- 
sonable doubts and fears the minds 
of some sincere and humble chris- 
tians, who have been less power- 
fully wrought upon, we think it 
proper to observe, that there is 
great diversity in the Spiric’s ope- 
rations, and the experiences of one 
christian are not to be a standard 
for his brethren. If God some- 
times appear in the whirlwind, and 
in the fire, He 'oftener appears 
in the still small voice, It is enough 
if we so hear the sound of the 
wind, and feel its effects as to have 
old things pass away and all things 
hecome new, to be turned from 
darkness to light, and from the 
power of sin and satan unto God. 

The Epitors, 
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DUTY AND ENCOURAGEMENT 
TO PRAY FOR THE OUT POURS 
ING -OF THE SPIRIT. ~ 
Acts IV. 31. And when they 

had firayed, the filace was shaken 

where they were assembled tageth- 
er, and they were all filled wiih 
the Holy Ghost. 

PETER and John were sum- 
moned before the chief priests, and 
ralers of the Jews, and interrogated 
concerning the miracle wrought on 
the poor Cripple, “hey boldly de 
clared to the council, that it was in’ 
the name of Jesus Christ, whom 
they had crucified, that this man 
was made whole, ‘rhe council 
were struck with astonishment, 
they were silenced, but not satis= 
fied. ‘hey threatened these bold 
apostles of Christ, and commanded 
them to preach nomore in the name 
of Jesus. ‘These apostles returned 
to those, called their own company, 
viz. the rest of the apostles, and 
Christian brethren, who were as~ 
sembled on this occasion, and hav- 
ing given an account of what had 
passed betwen them, and the Jew= 
ish priests and elders, they jointly 
addressed their supplications to God 
upon this important occasion. They 
look to God to strengthen them 
avainst the enemies of the Lord 
Jesus, and to give them boldness in 
speaking his word. They pray 
for the miraculous gifts of the Spir- 
it, to be continued and increased 
unto them for the greater conyic- 
tion of the people, and the confu- 
sion of the enemies of Christ, 
Their prayers avail withGod. They 
had a remarkable sign of the pre- 
sence of Jehovah. The place was 
shaken where they were assem- 
bled, either by a rushing mighty 
wind, like that at the first pouring 
out of the Spirit, at Penticost, 
Acts iil, 2, or by arn earthquake, 
‘This doubtless was designed to 
strike an awe and reverence of 
God upon their minds, and to bea 
sensible token that God was with 
them of a truth. This was accom. 
panied with a verv signal answer 
to their prayer. They were all 


filled with the Holy Ghost. . This - 
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was what they prayed for. So 
ready is God to give the Holy Spir- 
it to them that ask him. The 
Apostles had been filled with the 
Holy Ghost at Penticost ; but as 
new trials and difficulties arose, 
they needed new supplies and in- 
crease of strength, and God, who 
heareth prayer, was pleased to 
grant them their requests, The 
christian brethren, who joined with 
the Apostles in prayer, were par- 
takers with them, in the extraor- 
dinary gifts of the Spirit. It is said 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost. 

This extraordinary dispensation 
of the spirit in answer to prayer is 
an encouragement to hope for the 
ordinary dispensation of the spirit 
in answer to the prayers of God’s 
children. The eplightning and 
sanctifying influences of the Spirit 
upon the hearts of men are the ef- 
fect of God’s grace, and are the 
matter of promise to christian men, 
as the more extraordinary and mi- 
raculous gifts were to the primitive 
disciples. ‘This answer to the 
prayer of the disciples is an in- 
stance of the fulfilment of God’s 
promise, that he will give the holy 
Spirit to them that ask him. 

The scriptures often speak of 
God’s giving his Spirit, and of per- 
sons being filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Such passages of scrip- 
ture certainly imply some sort of 
communication of the Spirit to men. 
But there is a sense in which the 
Holy Ghost is. incommunicable. 
In his divine essence, he is infinite, 
eternal, unchangeable, and there- 
fore incommunicable. But there is 
a sense in which the Holy Ghost 
may be said to be commnnicated, 
viz. in respect to his ordinary ope- 
rations, infiuences and effects on the 
minds of men, in filling them with 
knowledge, wisdom, courage, bold- 
ness and utterance, which fit men 
for usefulness, in christian socie- 
ties and the Church of God. Thus 
Bezaleel was filled with the spirit 
of God in wisdom and understand- 
ing, and in knowledge, and in all 
manner of workmanship for the 





Duty and encouragement to Pray for the 


building of the tabernacle, Exodus 
xxx. 5, And of this kind are the va 
rious spiritual gifts the Apostle 
treats of, Ist Cor, xii. 7,8. 

The spirit may be said to be 
communicated in respect to his 
gracious sanctifying ipisehods and 
operations on the seuls of men. As 
the word is the medium of the Spir- 
it’s operation, it is the duty of those, 
who are favored with the gospel 
to pray for the Spirit in the dis- 
pensation of the word, that it may 
be effectual on the hearts of men, 
for conversion, sanctification and 
comfort. By the influences of the 
Spirit sinners are quickened, turn- 
ed from sin to God, and engaged 
to mortify their corrupt lusts. By 
the influences of the Spirit, the im- 
age of God, is renewed in the souls 
of men, and they are inclined to 
live to God, to honer and serve 
him. The Spirit, by his sanctify- 
ing influences is said to take up 
his abode in the gracious soul. It 
is very important, that men have 
right apprehensions of the gifts 
of the Spirit, and of their receiv- 
ing the spirit ; otherwise they will 
be exposed to the delusions of the 
adversary. The Spirit is giving 
in his ordinary dispensations to 
enlighten the minds of men in the 
knowledge of revealed truths, 
and by these truths, to work con- 
verting, and sanctifying impres- 
sions upon the soul, Sanctify them 
through thy truth, thy word is 
truth, was the prayer of the blessed 
Redeemer in the days of his flesh. 
John xvii.17, The holy spirit or- 
dinarily begins his work, by his in- 
fluences upon the reason, under- 
standing, judgment and conscience, 
impressing these faculties with the 
force and importance of divine 
truths, and so gains the will, heart 
and affections. And as the Spirit 
operates ordinarily upon the 
minds of men, by the word making 
a due impression for conviction, 
conversion and sanctification, so 
they may judge of the gifts and op- 
erations of the Holy Spirit, on 
theirhearts by the word. If the 
word come with power, and have 
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its proper infiuence upon the heart, 
and life, causing deep repentance 
and humility for sin, and leading 
to Christ the only Savior, to de- 
pendence, on his merits, and a sub- 
jection to his government in a life 
of holiness and heavenly minded- 
ness, it is an evidence of a work 
of the Spirit, 1 Thes. i. 5. If 
therefore the word of God have 
proper impressions on the heart, 
if a person have experienced the 
genuine force of its doctrines con- 
vincing him of sin, and quickening 
to faith in Christ and newness of 
life, he may conclude he has re- 
ceived the communication of the 
Spirit. This is the ordinary dis- 
pensation of the Spirit, which is 
essential to prepare the children 
of men for happiness ; and what 
all ought to be concerned fer. ‘This 
dispensation is necessary to a re- 
vival of religion, which is matter 
of great desire to all good men ; and 
therefore ought to be a subject of 
daily prayer with every one, who 
has the honor and glory of God, 
the interest of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, the good of society, and 
the true happiness of immortal 
souls at heart. It ought to be the 
joint supplication of the Church 
wherever they assemble to pay 


God. 

God hath been pleased, for his 
own honor and glory and the good 
of his people, to ordain prayer, as 
a medium of our receiving his 
blessings. To this purpose are 
these directions in the word of 
God, ask and ye shall receive, seek 
and ye shall find. If ye then, be- 
ing evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them, that 
ask him. ‘The scriptures not only 
direct and encourage men to pray 
for the spirit, as by the exam- 
ple before you, and the above 
cited passages, but it is the express 
revealed will of God, Ezek. xxxvi. 
37. And there are very strong ex- 
pressions in Isaiah Ixii. 6; 7, of the 
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for the outpourings. of the Holy 
| Spirit, and a blessing upon Jerysa- 
lem or the Church, Ye that make 
mention of the Lord keep not si- 
lence, and give no rest until he es- 
tablish, and until he make Jerusa- 
lem a praise in the earth. How 
strong the expressions here used 
How loud is the call to all the 
friends of Zion, at this day, to fer- 
vency intheir supplications for the 
outpourings of the Spirit, which 
includes all spiritual Blessings, And 
what encouragement is here ta 
seek to God with whom is the res 
idue of the spirit, for this greatest 
of blessings ! The prophets of 
the Lord in their prediction of the 
deliverance, restoration and pros- 
perity of the Church, and the ad- 
vancement of God’s glory in the 
kingdom of grace in the world, 
speak of it, as what shall be ac- 
complished, in answer to prayer, 
Isaiah xxv. 9. and many other pas« 
sages. From the scriptures it is 
abundantly manifested to be the 
duty of christians to pray for this 
great blessing, at all times, and 
more especially, when the pros- 
perity of Zion appears to be threat- 
ened, by reason of prevailing errors 
and contentions. And when there 
shall be much of a Spirit of prayer, 
with the friends of true religion, 
the holy scriptures afford ground 
to hope that God will hear and an- 
swer their supplications ; that he 
will pour out his Spirit, that the 

Redeemer’s kingdom will fiourishs 
among men, and Zion will appear 

the glory of the earth. 


ON THE OBJECTIONS TO FAM<- 
ILY WORSHIP. 


IT is greatly to be lamented that 
there are so many heads of fami- 
lies, at the present day, who doe 
not offer the morning and tle even- 
ing sacrifice of prayer and praise . 

Many of this description, are, 
seemingly, well wishers to the 
christian cause, and disposed to 
conform their lives to the gener- 
1 ; but, for 





fervency and importunity of prayer 





certain reasons, justify themselves 
















20 
in the omission of this duty. It. 
will} therefore, be our object to 
anticipate some of these reasons, 
and to obviate them, in this ad- 
dress, 

1. Men, who are greatly en- 
tangled in the concerns) of the 
world, will urge that they have no 
time for the observance of this 
duty. 

Is it possible that this excuse 
can satisfy our conscience ? If we 
be persuaded of our continu] de- 
pendence on God, for the wealth, 
which he has put into our hands ; 
for the prosperity, which attends 
us in our secular employments ; 
and for all the good things of life, 
must we not acknowledge, as a 
natural consequence, that an act 
of adoration and praise, devgutly 
performed every morning and 
evening, 1s the least return we can 
reasonably make ? 

Ifa dying friend, christian read- 
er, were to beque: athe you an in- 
dependent fortune with the injunc- 
tion that a few moments should, 
every morning and evening, be de- 
voted to the grateful recollection 
of his kindness, would it be thought 
a hardship to receive the generous 
gift on such a condition ? Would 
you not willingly make every 
worldly consideration yield to a 
compliance with such easy terms ? 
Now, to apply the argument, what 
is an independent fortune of earth- 
ly treasures in comparison with 
the gift of life, rational faculties, 
and an immortal soul, capable of 
indefinite progress in _ regions 
of knowledge, virtue, and d holiness ? 
Ate we not beholden to God for 
these and. for al] the worldly trea- 
sures we enjoy ? Are we not, 
again and again, commanded by 
the voice of nature, reason, and 
revelation to worship that glorious 
Being, on whom we are wholly 
dependent for ail? Under the Jew- 
ish economy there was a daily sac- 
rifice, and even the heathens did 
homage to their household gods. 

Let us reflect a moment. Do 
we say that we have no time for 
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} pose has cur time been giver us ? 
| What is the grand object of this 
fieeting life ? Is it not to prepare 
for a never ending state of exis- 
tence ¢ If this be admitted, can 
any temporal concerns, lawfully, 
so occupy our attention, that we 
shall not. have opportunity for the 
accomplishment of that infinitely 
important business, which is our 
only errand to this world ? Besides, 
however numereus our cares, do 
we not find time fer idle amuse- 
ments, vain specu,ations, needless 
conversation ; and do we not often 
spend many hours, like the slug- 
eard, in slumber and sleep,when we 
ought to be up, and discharging 
the duties of life, and while the 
sylvan songsters, apparently less 
thoughtless, make the groves re- 
sound with their warbling notes of 
praise ? 

2. Many excuse themselves 
from family worship, through the 
pretence that they have not abilities 
for leading in devotion, amid their 
domestic circles. 

Where, christian reader, is the 
beggar, who is incapable of offer- 
ing up his request for charity ? A 
sense of his wagts gives him an 
eloquence, superior to that of the 
greatest orator. 

Multitudes of the aborigines of 
this country, upon the preaching 
of the venerable Eliot and other 
faithful missionaries, became con- 
verts to the religion of Jesus. 
This observation is made, merely 
to state farther, that they were re- 
markable for their attention to 
the duty of prayer, insomuch that 
they are generally distinguished, 
in our antient histories, from their 

savage neighbors, by the appella- 
tion of praving Indians. Certain- 
ly, if these poor ignorant heathens 
were presently able, upon receiv- 
ing the glad tidings of salvation, 
to offer up the morning and the 
evening sacrifice of prayer and 
praise, none, who have lived for 
many years in a land of gospel 
light, can be too ignorant to pray 
with their families, in an accepta- 





family worship ? For what pur- } ble manner, to almighty God * 
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We have, however, another re- 
ply to this common objection. 

In our country, it is rare to find 
a man, at the head of a family, 
who is incapable of reading his 
native language. It is also as 
rare to find any one so depressed 
in his circumstances, as not-to be 
able to obtain that help, which is 
necessary for carrying this duty 
into effect. The ministers of the 
Piscataqua Association, conscious 
of the frequency of the excuse be- 
fore us, a few years since, kindly 
contributed their aid to obviate ‘it. 
They composed and published a 
collection of judicious prayers cal- 
culated for the comfort and con- 
veniency of those, who plead their 
inability for an extemporaneous 
performance of this duty. This 
little collection, as well as many 
others, may easily be obtained by 
any, who are seriously desirous 
of such assistance. 

Perhaps the prejudices of some 
may be opposed to the use of pre- 
conceived forms of prayer ; but, 
it may be replied, there is nothing 
in scripture against it. The an- 
tient Jews made use of such forms 
in all their synagogues. "Fhe mod- 
ern Jews follow their example, A 


great proportion of the christian [| 


world has ever had established 
forms of prayer. Calvin, that great 
reformer, made use of precom- 
posed forms of prayer, Our bles- 
sed Savior thrice repeated the 
same prayer, and he has left us 
a form, which is inimitably beau- 
tifuland comprehensive. We can- 
not suppose that variety of ex- 
pression is the excellence, at which 
the great Jehovah looks. His all 
piercing eve is upon the inmost 
recesses of the heart. If he wit- 
ness a becoming sincerity in our 
devotions, it is of little importance 
whether they have risen spontan- 
eously, or through the aid of well 
digested and printed forms of 
prayer. The heart is the seat of 
devotion, and if it be filled with 
this celestial fire, it is quite im- 
material in what manner it is 
kindled. 
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S. Some are Oppressed with 
such diffidence, that -they ¢annot 
feel sufficient resolution to rise up, 
or kneel down,‘before their fami- 
lies, to offer up their petitions to 
God, and content themselves-with 
performing the devotions of the 
closet only. : 

Secret prayer is a duty, from 
which there can be no dispensa- 
tion ; but many things might be 
said on the propriety and expe- 
diency of family worship more, 
than the limits of this address will 
admit, It is a duty, as may be 
argued from reason and scripture. 
Itshappy effects upon children and 
domestics ought to weight much in 
the minds of those,-who have the 
honor to be at the head of a fami- 
ly. Eliot, the Indian apostle, as 
he is sometimes called, whom we 
have before mentioned, and whose 
name will ever be dear in the 
christian church, nigh the close 
of life, expressed ‘himself, with 
reference to the pious education 
he received from ‘his parents, in 
these words,*” I do see that it 
“was a great favor of God unto 
“me, to season my first times with 
“the fear of God, the word, and 
“prayer.” 

If we duly consider the multi- 
plied advantages of family wor- 


ship, will net a sense of duty ena- | 


ble us to evercome that diffidence, 
which is so often an obstacle tothe 
performance of # ? If we be 
ashamed to profess, before the 
world, our betief in Jesus, and our 
reliance on his atonement and obe- 
dience, will he not be ashamed of 
us, in the great day of accounts ? 
Why should we be ashamed to em- 
ploy ourselves, from time to time, 
in presence of our families, as the 
angels are continually employca 
in heaven ? | 

4, Once more, there are those, 
whe, in excuse of their neglect of 
family worship, say that they 
should be laughed at by their 
companions, were they to attempt 
such a thing. 
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If thou have any companions 
ef this inconsiderate disposition, 
christian reader, be assured that 
their friendship is of little worth, 
and ought never to be cherished at 
the expense of religious obligation. 
He, who regards the creature 
more than the Creator, is an ene- 
my to himself. Can the ridicule 
of the thoughtless avail more, than 
the just indignation of a righteous 
God ? Would we rather please a 
sinful wretch. from whom we can 
have nothing to hope, than that 
holy Being, to whom we are in- 
debted ior every comfort of life,and 
for that exalted happiness, which 
we anticipate in a iuture world ? 
Besices, it we be Getermined never 
to become exemplary followers of 
the i.amb until the scoffing sons of 
Belial shall applaud us, we may be 
certain that we shall never be en- 
rolled among the sons of God. If 
the jeering laugh, or contemptuous 
gneer, of the wicked be such a 
mortification to us in this proba- 
tionary state, that we are unwil- 
ling to pray with those beloved 
families, committed to our care, 
how shall we bear the indignant 
frowns of God and the contempt 
of an assembled universe of saints? 

Finally, be persuaded, whoever 
thou art, into whose hands this 
little dissertation may fall, and 
whom God has been pleased to 
honor, by placing thee, as a watch- 
man, at the head of a family, no 
longer to hearken to the idle sug- 
gestions, so often obtruded, against 
the important duty of famzly wor- 
shift. A future address, through 
the medium of this Magazine, may 
perhaps, more particularly delin- 
eate its attendant advantages. 

As a suitable conclusion for the 
present, the following anecdote 
may not be unacceptable. 

At anearly period after the set- 
tlement of one of our Newengland 
towns, a respectable minister was 
ordained in it, who was instant, 
in season and out of season, in pres- 
sing the great duties of life. It 
happened, on @ certain time, that 
a lecture was appointed at a pri- 





vate house, where, after the labors 
of the day, a number of parishion- 
ers resorted for religious worship 
and instruction. The principal 
theme of meditation was the expe- 
dieacy of family prayer, 

When the people had retired 
the good woman of the house, 
where the lecture had been hold- 
en, who was indeed a help meet to 
her husband, said to him that she 
hoped he would no longer omit a 
duty, which had been so forcibly 
inculcated. Are you not convin- 
ced, my dear, said she, that we 
have too long neglected this rea- 
sonable service ? Let us now be- 
gin,and let us, every evening and 
every morning, pursue the duty of 
calling our children and domes- 
tics around us, while we unite in 
prayer to God for them and our- 
selves. Let us henceforth resolve 
with pious Joshua, that as for us 
and our house we will serve the 
Lord. After various suggestions 
and exhortations of this kind to 
enforce the sentiments she enter- 
tained upon the subject, she made. 
an excellent beginning. 

Having called the family to- 
gether, she took the bible and read 
a chapter. Her husband overcome 
by her tender entreaties, in connec- 
tion with the conclusive reasoning 
of their faithful minister, rose, 
and for the first time, prayed with 
his family.’ Our informant, as to the 
substance of this anecdote, was a 
brother of the minister, whose lec- 
ture was so influential ; and he fur- 
ther stated, that the duty of family 
prayer was ever after carefully ob- 
served by those of this household. 

ONKELOS. 
—— ¢e—— 

FAMILY ORDER AND GOVERN- 
MENT, OR THE PIOUS AND 
EXEMPLARY HOUSEHOLD, 

NUM. I. 

IT is generally acknowledged that 
the good order and government of 
families is nearly connected with 
the principal interests of mankind. 

On this, religion, the highest con- 
cern and noblest attainment of men 
very much depends. Accordingly, 
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if we look around and observe the 
true state of things, we shall find, 
that as family order and discipline 
are either maintained, or neglect- 
ed, so religion generally cither 
flourishes or declines, and vice €l- 
ther prevails or decreases, 

On this, also, greatly depends, 
the peace, comfort and prosperity 
of families themselves. For were 
the several members of a household 
discharge their respective duties 
with fidelity, there we shall gener- 
ally behold union, happiness and 
respectability ; but, were these du- 
ties are neglected, there, common- 
ly, will be seen, disorderand conft- 
sion, and perhaps, every evil work. 

On family order and govern- 
ment, likewise rests in a consider- 
able degree, as its basis, the hap. 
piness and prosperity of public so- 
ciety. For is it not very manifest 
that the well being of a communi- 
ty is very much owing to the due re- 
gulation, management and good or- 
der of these little societies or com- 
monwealths ? 

So great is the similarity between 
a private family and the commu- 
nity at large, that the former may 
very justly be considered as an em- 
blem or representation of the latter. 

In the one as well as in the other 
we find those who are to govern, 
and those who should be governed. 
We find those who are to make laws 
and regulations, and those who 
ought, when these are equitable and 
just to yield obedience to them ; or 
rather, we find those who are to 
adopt the rules and laws which the 
great Sovereign of all societies hath 
enacted, and see to it that these 
are duly executed and observed. 

God in his infinite wisdom and 
goodness, has prescribed laws and 
regulations adapted to the well or- 
dering and moral government of 
all his intelligent offspring ; obedi- 
ence to which, both advances his 
glory, and promotes their good. 

Among these wise laws and re- 
gulations, the great lawgiver has 
not left us in the dark, with respect 
to the good order and government 


ef families ; but hath plainly pre- 



































Family Order and Government. $9 


scribed those, which fitly and for- 
cibly apply, both to the heads, and 
to the subordinate branches of eve« 
ry household, an observance of 
which, they are bound, not only by 
the authority of God, but by the 


and the dictates of humanity, relis 
giously to respect and regard. And 
all who have, trueiy at heart, the 
glory of the divine Lawgiver, and 
the welfare of the community, wilk 
feel disposed, according to these 
rules, to govern and be governed, 
as their respective stations and re- 
lations require. 

Concerning Abraham, the father 
of the faithful, God testified and 
said, I know him, that he will com- 
mand his children and his house 
hold after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the LORD, to do jus« 
tice and judgment. 

We have here pointed out; in 
general terms, the duties and obli- 
gations of a family, in the several 
branches of it. The head is to go 
before the rest, as a commander, as 
an instructor, guide, and example, 
in the ways of religion and duty. 
And the suborbinate branches are 
to follow after, and keep the way 
of the Lord. And, through the di- 
vine blessing, this keeping the right 
ways of the Lord is, many times 
the happy fruit of suitable instruc- 
tion and examples in parents, set 
before children. Train up a child 
in the way he should go, in a virs 
tuous religious course ; and when 
he is old he will not depart from it. 
Generally speaking, he will retain 
a regard to the ways of religion, 
and by divine grace, may be led 
into all truth, and guided in the 
way that is. everlasting, 

To effect so salutary, and im- 
portant a pu » ho member of 
a family should be deficient in the 
duties of his particular station in 
it ; but should conscientiously use 
the talents entrusted him, and im- 
prove the price put into his hands, 
both to get and to communicate 
wisdom—that wisdom that is from 
above, which is first pure, then 
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treated, full of mercy and good , gratitude, and solicits further need= 


Sruit, without partiality and with- 
out hypocrisy. 

Permit me to pay some attention 
to the several members of a family, 
and consider something of their re- 
spective duties and obligations.— 
And the first that comes under 
consideration is the head, or him 
who is tocommand his children and 
his household after him, that they 
might keep the way of the LORD. 

On this interesting subject, I 
shall express my thoughts, by paint- 
ing to you, in familiar language, 
the character and practice of one 
whose conduct; in this respect, is 
worthy of imitation. 

ExEMPLARIUS, a pious and re- 
ligious parent, being settled in life, 
and surrounded with a family of 
children and servants, finds and 
feels himself bound, not only by the 
commands of God, but by the ties 
of nature, to disch: irge the duties 
that devolve upon him, as the head 
of a family. From acquaintance 
with the sacred oracles, he learns 
it tobe his duty, to offer up to God, 
as the priest of his household, a 
morning and evening sacrifice. He 
therefore, makes it his steddy prac- 
tice, upon these revolving scasons, 
to convene his family together, for 
the important purpose of family de- 
yotion. And, for their mutual in- 
struction and edification, and the 
better to compose and prepare their 
minds for the duty of prayer, he 
usually reads a portion of sacred 
scripture previously to their ad- 
dressing the throne of grace, He 
then, with and on beha!f of his fam- 
ily, makes known their wants and 
requests to Gop ; professing reli- 
ance on the merits and intercession 

of Christ alone, for audience and 
acceptance with him. 

Convinced of the glorious majes- 
ty, incomprehensible greatness and 
infinite holiness of God,he express- 
es the most profound reverence and 
awein his presence. Sensible of the 
entire dependence of all creatures 
upon God, and thatit-is from him 
all favors are derived, he acknow- 


ledges past family mercies with | 





ed supplies, protection and-bles¢ 
sing, with submission. Convinced, 
— of their unworthiness of di- 

rine favor, and that in many things 
they daily offend against their Re- 
deemer and benefactor, he is led 
humbly to confess these before Gop 
and earnestly to implore of him 
forgiveness, entreating that it 
would please hit, acco: ding to the 
multitude of his tender mercies in 
Christ to blot out their transgres- 


} slons ; and, withal,from the full. 


ness of his benevolence, and in 
conformity to the divine will, as 
expressed in scripture, he inter- 
cedes with earnestness, for others, 
yea, for all men ; concluding the 
whole with ascriptions of might, 
majesty and doininion, glory, praise 
and thanksgiving unto God, 

In the morning after having ex- 
perienced the protection and re- 
pose of the night, ExEMPLARIUS, 
with his fami.y collected, expres- 
ses their united devotions, in the 
following manner,— 

“Q Lord God, who hast made 
all things by thy power, and who 
governest the universe by thy 
providence ; who causest the day 
spring to know its place ; and who 
makest the outgoings of morning 
and evening to rejoice ; thee we 
adore as the only proper and ade- 
quate object of religious worship. 
On thee,all creatures are depen- 
dent, and unto thee all flesh should 
come, and worship, and bow down, 
We thy dependent and unworthy 
creatures desire, this morning, 
with humility and reverence, to 
approach thy Majesty’s presence, 
and would offer up to thee, our 
sacrifice of prayer and praise. In 
the morning shalt thou hear our 
voice, O Lord, in the morning 
will we direct our prayer unto theey 
and will look up, entreating that 
thou wouldst be pleased to look 
down with a gracious eye upon us 
before thee, and accept us, through 
thy son, our Redeemer, whom thou 
hast appointed mediator between 
thee and us, and in whose name, 
we are allowed, through thy con« 
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descension and grace, to come with 
humble boldness and holy confi- 
dence unto thee, that we may ob- 
tain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need. 


May we be duly sensible of our de- 
pendence, and our wants, May we 
be sensible of the fulness that there 
is in Christ, and of thy constant rea~ 
diness to pardon and accept the 
humble and penitent, through him. 
May we be of a truly contrite spir- 
it, and sorrow for our sins after a 
godly sort. We would mourn be- 
fore thee, our Creator, Preserver, 
and Benefactor, that we have so 
often offended against thee. We 
have sinned, Father, against Heav - 
en, and in thy sight, and-are not 
worthy to be called thy children, 
But thou hast, O Lord, in thy great 
mercy, erected a throne of grace, 
which sinners may approach, and 
hast opened a way in Christ for our 
recovery from sin and ruin. We 
would therefore take encourage- 
ment to come unto thee, the Lord 
our God, and earnestly beseech 
thee, to grant us deliverance from 
sin and death, and afford us grace 
to enable us while here on earth, 
to walk in newness of life and in 
new obedience, 


Impress our minds, we beseech 
thee, with a sense of our depend- 
ence and obligations. We have 
daily and continual experience of 
thy favor. Thy mercies are re- 
newed upon us, every morning, and 
evening, and moment of our lives. 
(zreat is thy faithfulness ; distin- 
guishing is thy goodness to the chil- 
dren of men. Thou art good to 
all and thy tender mercies are over 
alithy works. ‘Thou makest thy 
sun to rise upon the evil and good, 
and sendest down blessings upon 
the just and unjust. We praise 
thee for all thy mercies; for out- 
ward enjoyments ; for every com- 
fort and convenience of life ; but 
especially for spiritual blessings’; 
for the gift ofthy son ; for the glo- 
rious gospel, and the day and 
means of grace;-for the patience 
of thy providence with us, and that 
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thou art still waiting upon us to be 
gracious to us, : 
In particular, we thank thee,O 


thou Preserver of men, for the- 


salvation of the past night ; that we 
are brought to behold the light of 
this day, and are before thee, in 
circumstanees of so much heaith 
and comfert. We adore thee. as 
the health of our countenance and’ 
our God ; and earnestly pray that 
thou, who didst at first, command 
the light to shine out of darkness, 
wouldest be pleased this morning 


to cause the light of the know= 


ledge of thy glory, in the face of Je- 
sus Christ, to shine into our hearts, 
Be with us, we beseech thee, this- 
day. Surround us: with thy favor; 
keep us in thy fear ; prosper us in 
all our lawful ways and concerns 3 
and: restrain us from every thing: 
that is offensive to the pure eyes of 
thy glory. Give us, this day, our 
daily bread, Forgive us our tres 
passes ; und enable us, from the 
heart, to forgive those who tres- 
pass against us. Lead usnot into: 
temptation.; but deliver us from 

evil ; and, at the close of the day; 

may we have abundant occasion, 

and hearts disposed, to celebrate 

thy goodness. Be with us the little 

time we have to tabernacle here in 

Mesh. Chuse out all our changes 
in mercy ; enable us by thy grace, 

to manifest a suitable temper and 

deportment under all the allotments 

of thy providence; and may all 

things work together for our good. 

Remind us of our mortality, and 

teach us so. tonumber our days as 

to apply our hearts unto wisdom, 

May we have a due sense of our 

accountableness, and in all things, 

be enabled to approve ourselves to 

thee. 

Be pleased, most gracious God, 
to command thy blessing upon us, 
of this family. May all, who dwell 
under this roof, be the subjects’ of 
thy grace and the objects of thy 
special favor. Take the posses- 
sion of our hearts; rule in us and 
over us; be our Ged, our guide and 
our never failing portion. Confer 
upon us all those outward good 
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things, which are needful and best 
for us, and may we ever be con- 
tented with the allotments of thy 
providence, Whatever thou, in 
thy infinite wisdom and goodness, 
seest fit to deny us, with respect to 
temporal enjoyments,O deny us 
not, we beseech thee, an interest 
in thy special favor. Bestow up- 
on us spiritual blessings in Christ 
Jesus. Enlighten our minds ; sanc- 
tify our hearts ; regulate our de- 
sires ; and enable us to live lives 
conformable to thy word and will 
n holy obedience. O most gra- 
‘ious God, establish thy covenant 
with us, of this house, and may not 
any one of us failof grace, or miss 
of life everlasting. May we who 
are parents, and those who are chil- 
dren, observe all due order, and 
discharge with constancy and fidel- 
ity, the duties of our respective 
stations. May we live together, in 
this world, as heirs of the grace of 
life, and hereafter be admitted to 
those mansions of blessedness, 
which are prepared in heaven for 
those who love thee. 

Be gracious,O Lord to thy peo- 
ple in this tewn, and cause thy 
work to revive among us, May we 
see ofsthy goings and glory in the 
midst of these years of declension. 
Dwell in alk our towns, and bless 
thy people in all their interests and 
concerns, Smile upon thy church- 
es, and bless them with increase of 
grace, mercy and peace. Appear, 


O Lord; in thy glory, and build up 


Zion. Bless and prosper a preach- 
ed gospel and all the means of 
grace. Give efficacy to all at- 
tempts that are or’may be made, 
for the spread of chris‘ian know- 
ledge and piety. May the gospel of 
thy Son be preached to all nations, 
and the happy time soon come, 
when every knee shall bow to Je- 
sus andevery tongue confess him 
to be Lord to the glory of God the 
Father.—In his all-worthy and 
prevailing name we present to thee 
this our morning address ; to him, 
with thy glorious majesty and ho- 
ly spirit, be ascribed everlasting 


honors. Amen. PAULINUS. 
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For the Magazine. 
EXTRACTS FROM A DISCOURSE 

OCCASIONED BY THE TRE- 

MENDOUS STORM, OF THE 9th 

OF OCTOBER, 1804, 
Isaiah xxxii. 2, Anda man shall 
be an hiding filace from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempest. 

THE most aged and observing 
people seem unable to remember, 
in their day, a season, when thun- 
der, lightning, rain and wind unit- 
ed in such dreadful fury, as in the 
late tempest. Chimnies have been 
tumbled down ; trees have been 
torn up by the roots ; the trunks 
of large antient oaks have been 
stripped of their branches ; roofs 
have been torn, and steeples plung- 
ed from the houses of God ; cattle 
unable to support the unabating 
violence, yielded to it ; the ocean 
was agitated from its lowest bed, to 
the resemblance of a vast boiling 
and foaming caldron ; a great, but 
uncertain number of vessels have 
been dashed against the rocks, or 
driven on the sand ; and the best 
harbours have scarce been suffi- 
cient to prevent them from rush- 
ing against and running upon each 
other. We have had great cause 
to exclaim, in the language of Da- 
vid, the voice of the Lord is fow- 
erful 3 the voice of the Lord its 
Jull of majesty ; the voice of the 
Lord breaketh the cedars, yea, 
the Lord breaket} the cedars of 
Lebanon. The Lord shaketh the 
wilderness ; the Lord shaketh the 
wilderness of Kadesh. 

We have been visited by the 
Lord of Hosts, with thunder and 

with a great noise, with storm and 
tempest, and with the fiame of de- 
vouring fire, Isa, xxix. 6. 

In the scene, which has been 
exhibited, we have perceived and 
felt the neceessity of an Aiding 
jlace from the wind and a covert 
Jrom the tempest. How impossi- 
ble wouid it have been to preserve 
life on the land, were a person 
without house, or so much as the 
shelter of a tree, or rock, in an o- 
pen plain, fuly exposed to the 
beating storm ! How eagerly would 
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the traveller look on every side, 
to discry some object, which might 
break the wind, and skreen him 
from,the drenching rain ! 

What shall we say of those, who 
were on the great deep? To them, 
tt was more necessary, and more 
difficult, to obtain an hiding place 
and covert. The waters opening 
hideously beneath them, or curling 
and foaming over their heads ! In 
the midst of night when the dark- 
ness prevented the possibility of 
discovering the rocks, which might 
stave their vessel, in a moment ; 
or the sand, against which, it might 
strike, and like that, in which, the 
apostle sailed to Rome, be broken 
with the violence of the waves ! 
Consider further, what was the ac- 
tual state of many, to have their 
ark of safety broken under them, 
themselves lashed to the wreck, 
drenched by every wave, in con- 
stant fear, that even the wreck 
would part and float from under 
them ! But the design of these re- 
marks is, that our attention may 
be directed, through the medium 
of the late Providence, to that 
storm, which is coming on the wick- 
ed ; and to that covert and hiding 
place, which alone can skreen us 
from the fury. 

There is, in a twofald sense, a 
day of trouble and anguish coming 
on the wicked. ‘Such to them, will 
be the day of death. ‘They must 
then bid farewell to ¢tzme, which 
they have so sinfully abused. They 
must relinquish this earth, which 
has been the theatre of their crimes 
and provocations, If the sinner 
have received his chief pleasure 
from lasciviousnes and impurity, 
even from the works of darkness, 
his feeble, convulsed, dying body 
will remind him, that the days of 
such sin an 1 such enjoymentareir-, 
recoverably past. If it has been 
his chief pleasure to drink intem- 
perately, to stupify and brutalize 
himself by intoxication, he knows, 
that, in a few hours, his lips, his 
mouth and his tongue will be. stif- 
fened and chilled by death. If he 
have taken delight in profaneness, 
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cursing and blasphemy, he will 
probably see, before him, at death, 
that dreadful state, in which, the 
damned do, without ceasing, curse 
their King and their God. 

The worldly, or voluptuous man 
must never again view hisequipage, 
his scenes of pleasure, his merchan- 
dize, his stock, or his farm. He 
will feel, with inexpressible agony, 
that a man is not profited, should 
he gain the whole world, at the ex- 
pence of his soul, 

But these are not all the per- 
sons, that will experience tribula- 
tion at death. Every person un- 
renewed, unsanctified, estranged 
from God, and without an interest 
in the Savior’s atonement, will as- 
suredly mourn at the last, and find 
that death is a day of trouble, 


darkness and gloominess of clouds - 


and thick darkness. 
‘Thus far we have spoken of the 


_terrors and distresses of the wick- 


ed, previously to death. These 
terrors arise chiefly from the ex- 
pectation of something to come af- 
terwards, from the apprehensions 
of another life. The scriptures tell 
us, that the wicked will experience 
a storm of indescribable fury, and 
everlasting destruction. They 
speak of the wrath to come,asa 
matter well understood and cer- 
tainly approaching. It is said, that 
the Lord shall rain snares, fire 
and brimstone on the wicked, and 
that,. a2 horrible temftest shall be 
the portion of their cuft. Itisim- 
possible to conceive of language 
more strong and terrific than that, 
in which the inspired penmen de- 
scribe the condition of reprobates. 
They speak of chains of darkness, 
anguish of spirit, weeping, wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. 

But that, which, in the highest 
sense, answers to the storm and 
tempest mentioned by the prophet, 
is the transactions of the last day. 
These heavens, which we behold, 
shall be rolled together, asa scroll; 
—ithey shall be on fire ;—they 
shall pass away with a great noise. 
The elements shali melt with fer- 
vent heat. The sun and the plan- 
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ets shall be consumed ; the earth, 
with all its monuments and works 
shall be burnt up. 

But before that general consump- 
tion and ruin, the Son of Man 
shall descend from heaven, with 


his mighty angels, in flaming fire; 


he shall descend with a shout ; 
with the voice of the arch angel 
and the trump of God. The judg- 

gent shall sit and the books shall 
he ofiencd ; thedead shall be judg- 
ed out of those things written in 
the books. 

Thus is there, in two senses, 4 
storm coming on the world. ° It 
may be said to come at death, yet 
more emphatically, at the day of 
judeinent, 

How much will every person 
need an hiding place and covert, 
at the period first mentioned ! 
When the body is sinking, life de- 
parting, and eternity opening , 
when a remembrance of former 
Sins, and a couscioustiess of crimi- 
nal estrangedness from God, shall 
render ter rible the thoughts of ap- 
pearing before his trit bunal, How 
inconceivably desirable to have 


some good foundation to sustain 
our hopes, some hiding place from 
the righteous displeasure of God ! 


But more es pecially at the ¢ great 
day, when the heavens : chall\ van- 
ish like smoke, when the hosts of 
heaven shall be shaken, disordered 
aud dissolved ; when we shall wit- 
ness the descent of the son of man; 
when his strong angels shall gather 
torether, from the four guarters of 
the world, the different kingdoms, 
nations, families and individuals of 
the human race ; when we shall 
see and know by the scenes around 
us, and by ihe dreacful tumult and 
ion of an universe conven- 
e toeether, that our 
idy to be decid- 
bring every 
and every 


commo 
ing and rushing 
own case is Just re: 
ed by him, who will 
work ipto judgment, 
secret thing ! 
We are oiten thrown into much 
terror, by a constant blaze of 
lightning. What then will be our 
reg eta MS, when we behold 
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ments melting ?: We are often af- 
frighted, when we hear the loud 
and frequent peals of thunder, 
How then shall we endure that 
great noise, occasioned by the 
heavens fiassing away ? We shud- 
der at an earthquake, when but a 


little portion of this globe is agita- 


ted. What then will be our ter- 
rors, when the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken ? 

The passage, prefixed to these 
remarks, assures us, in what way, 
all these terrors may be avoided. 
Aman shall be an hiding place 


Jrom the storm,and acovert from 


the temfiest. ‘The man here spok- 
en ef, is Jesus Christ the Lord, the 
only mediator between God man ; 


he, through whom alone God can 


excrcise grace tosinners. Heise 
shield, a rock, a sure defence, to 
all them, who have embraced him. 

The whole human race, consisting 
of saints and sinners, must witness 
the storm and tempest we have 
been describing. All are, by sin, 
exposed to the just displeasure of 
God. Yet, as the divine abhor- 
rence of sin, and the regard which 
Deity entertains for the honour of 
his government, have both been 
most Clearly demonstrated by sac- 
rifice required by the Father,and 
offered by the Son, all impediments 
to the free exercise of merey to 
the penitent, are completely re- 
moved ; ‘and God may be just and 
appear so to the universe, and yet 
be the justifer of all who believe 
on Jesus. 

Vhenever any one is brought to 
entertain right notions of his own 
ruilliness, and exposure to divine 
wrath ; when he exercises a god- 
ly sorrow for sin, and, by faith em- 
braces that covenant or constitu- 
tion, agreeably to which, Ged jus- 
tifies the repenting sinner, he obe 
tains a share in the blessings pro- 
cured by, and a perfect defence 
from that tempest, which is ready 
te fall on the wicked. Though 
he must still encounter death, and 
contend with this formidable ene- 
my, yet he is sure to overcome, 
The sting of death is sin ; but sin 
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does not reign over his mortal bo- 
dy, and he has embraced that cove- 
nant, in which God promises to be 
merciful to his transgressions, and 
to remember his sins no more. 
The strength of sin is the law, but 
he isnot under the law, but under 
grace. It hath no power over 
those, who have fied from its juris- 
diction toembrace the Gospel, and 
lay hold on the hope set before them. 
Such are absolutely secure in the 
friendship of him, who governs the 
system, and by whose mighty pow- 
er, al] the events of the last day 
will be controlled and directed. 
Amidst all the crushing, tumult, 
flames, and wild confusion of that 
day, God will not overlook one of 
his obedient servants. They shalt 
be the objects of his gracious pro- 
tection and his divine munificence. 
In what a noble, sublime sense, 
may the pious believer apply to 
himself, the language of the church 
God is cur refuge and strength, 
avery firesent helfi tn time of trou- 
ble. Therefore will we not fear 
though the earth be moved,-and 
the mountains be conveyed into 
the midst of the sea ; though the 
waters thereof roar and be trou- 
bled ; though the mountains shake 
with the swelling thercof. 

But in this day of the Lord’s 
anger the hope of the sinner shall 
be as the giving uft of the Ghost. 
Rocks and mountains shall be in- 
voked ineffectually, to rid them 
from the face of him, that sitteth 
on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb. And these terrors 
shall fall not only on sinners of | 
feeble temper, or low and obscure 
condition ; but on the kings of the 
earth, and the great men, and the 
rich men, and the chief captains, 
and the mighty men ; they, as well 
as every bondman and every free 
man shail wish to hide themselves 
inthe dens and rocks of the moun- 
tains. ee 
ON PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

My dear reader. 

CAN stronger motives be neces- 
sarv, to engage your observance of’ 





a duty, than the appointment of 





Worship. * oF 


God, the reasonableness, advan- 
tage,and pleasure of the service. 
All these motives should influence 
you to attend the public worship of 
God, constantly and seriously every 
Lord’s day. Constantly, because 
God requires all flesh, to come and 
worship before him, from one Sab- 
bath to another. Seriously, be- 
cause God looks at the heart, he 
cannot be deceived, and will not 
be mocked. 

We are to meet in God’s house, 
as subjects of one society, and mem- 
bers of one family, of which God is 
the great head. When assembled 
we are to praise God, confess our 
sins, give thanks for the mercies 
we enjoy, pray for others, and sup- 
plicate for ourselves the pardon, 
mercy, and favor of God through 
Christ. We are also to hear the 
word, and attend the ordinances of 
religion. 

The heathen, though unacquaint- 
ed with the character of God, are 
so plainly taught the duty of public 
worship, even by the light ofnature, 
that they hold their public assem- 
blies, to worship in the houses of 
their idols. Both the light of na- 
ture, and the light of the gospel, 
in the clearest manner, teach you 
the duty of worshipping the true 
God in his sanctuary. 

You have positive proof of the 
divine institution of public worship, 
from the building of the tabernacle 
and temple for this express pur- 
pose ; and from the plain com- 
mands of God, that all the congre- 
gation should be gathered together, 
that they should keep his laws and 
his statutes in all his assemblies, 
and hallow his Sabbaths, 

The writers of the old and new 
testaments, enforce this duty upon. 
vou, both by precept and example. 
Moses, of old time, had in ever 
city, them that preached him, be- 
ing read in the synagogues every 
Sabbath day. On the first day of 
the week the disciples came togeth- 
er, to break bread, and attended 
the preaching of the word. You 
have also the example of the chris-. 
tian church m every succeeding 
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age. The duty is so evident from 
reason and scripture, that if you 
have the honv. of God, or. the in- 
terest of society at heart, you will, 
as far as your influence and exam- 
ple can extend, promote the pub- 
lic worship of God. 

The advantage of public worship 
is much every way. It tends by 
the grace of God to spiritualize 
our affections, to enlighten our de- 
votions, to impress our minds with 
greater solemnity in the service of 
God. It tends to our improve- 
ment in divine knowledge, and to 
our mutual growth in grace. It 
tends to promote the social virtues ; 
and is so influential in subduing the 
passions and prejudices of men, 
that it may weil be considered one 
of the greatest bonds of society. In 
the house of God we unitedly learn 
his will, receive his benedictions, 
his promises, his 
grace. ‘here he proclaims the 
gospel of peace, and publishes the 
glad tidings of salvation to sinners, 
inviting them to be reconciled to 
him. Your eternal happiness is 
of incalculable importance. Go 
constantly to God’s house, it may 
be the birth place of your soul. 


A society of christians, assem- 
bled for the worship of God, has 
been frequently compared to the 
blessed society in heaven. There 
cannot be greater pleasures on 
earth than those, which most re- 
semble the pleasures of heaven. 
They who have regularly assem- 
bled for the service of God, in for- 
mer and later ages, have decl: ired 
the great ple: isttre tl 1ey have deriv- 
ed, from the performance of this 
duty. Can you have stronger ev- 
idence of the advantage, and plea- 
sure, of public wership, than their 
testimony ‘—Yes, my friend, you 
may have more satisfactory evi- 
dence from your own experience. 
Come and see, If you willregular- 
ly attend Pan iblic wor ship, from a se- 
rious view to the glory of God, 
and tWe improvement of your own 
soul, you will experience advantage 
and pleasure. But if you forsake 


messages of 





God, you must expect that he wil 

forsake you. 

It isa melancholy truth that the 
sabbath is violated, and the house 
and worship of God greatly neglec- 
ted. We cannot wonder therefore 
that God !frequently visits us with 
private and public calamity, Pro- 
fanation of the sabbath brought 
wrath uponlsrael. Perhaps you ex- 
cuse your neglect of public worship 
irom the pretence of spending the 
Lord’s day as profitable, in private 
reading, meditation and prayer. 
If you do not worship God in his 
house, we have reason to believe 
you do not properly attend to these 
duties in private. But if you do, 
God has not only made’you a ra- 
tional but a social being, and has 
made it your duty to worship him 
in a social, public manner. He is 
every where present, and knows all 
things. He knows whether you 
profane, or hailow his Sabbaths ; 
whether you neglect, or attend his 
house, his worship, and _ his ordi- 
nances. ‘They that be planted in 
the house of the Lord shail flourish 
in the courts of our God. Wor- 
ship him in the beauty of holiness, 
praise him in the sanctuary, that 
he who dwelieth between the che- 
rubim, over the mercy seat, mav 
shine forth upon you, and glorify 
himself in you. 

-_—~—oe + oe 
For the Magazine. 

1 cor. iv.9. I THINK GOD HATH 
SET FORTH US, THE APOSTLES 
LAST, AS IT WERE APPOINT=- 
ED TO DEATH. 

THE passage is much illustrated 
by one of Reeves’ notes on Tertul- 
lian’s Apology, page 231, where- 
in it is said, that the apostie, in 
these words had allusion to the ex- 
hibition of Gladiators. In the 
morning, saith he, men were 
brought forth upon the theatre to 
fight with wild beasts ; and these 
morning combatanis were allowed 
weapons offensive and defensive. 
Another sort were brought forth 
about noon, naked, with swords 
only in one hand, and with the other 
empty, cutting, grasping, and tear- 
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ing each other’s flesh. These were 
set forth, or exhibited dust, God 
hath set forth us the apostles last, 
as men afifeinted unto death, just 
as the last Gladiators were ; and 
are made a sfiectacle, a sicht,: or 
show. And Tertullian cites the 
verse, thus. JZ think that God 
hath set forth us the afrostles last, 
as the Bestiarii, or men condemn- 
ed to be torn in pieces, by wild 
beasts. These being the last and 
bloodiest spectacles, which for the 
day, appeared on the theatre, 
+ oo 
Messrs, Editors, 

If you think the following plain 
address calculated to promote ear- 
ly piety, be pleased to give it a 
place in your Magazine. 

AN ADDRESS TO CHILDREN} 

DESIGNED TO BE. READ TO 

THEM, BY HEADS OF FAMI- 

LIES, 

My Dear Children, 

WHEN you look abroad, in the 
day time, and observe the trees, 
the hills, the rivers, the clouds and 
the sky, or the sun ; or when you 
look upwards, in the evening, and 
observe the moon and the stars, 
are you not led to enquire, who 
hath made all these things ? You 
have been repeatedly taught, that 
there is a God, creator of heaven 
and earth. With this God, it 
concerns you to become acquainted. 
For if he is the maker of heaven 
and earth, he is likewise your ma- 
ker. From what you see of God’s 
works, you perceive, that his 


jrower must be excecdingly great. 


He is not only powerful, but un- 
speakably wise and holy. Hating 

all kinds of wickedness, he is pleas- 
ed with them only, who obey his 
commands and do good. This 
God provides for you continually ; 
he gives you health and ease “of 
body ; enables your parents to pro- 


cure you iood and clothing, and 


preserves you from harm, both by 
night and by day. You are al- 
ways in God’s presence. ‘Though 
you do not see him, he is always 
with you, knowing not only your 
actions, but your thoughts, and 








Jin Address to Children? st 
' these, not only in the light, but in 


the midst of darkness. 
God made men, that they might 


‘love and serve him, and be happy 


with him forever. But men would 
not love and serve this merciful 


God ; they chose to offend him, by - 


their wicked doings. They became 
proud and cruel, idle, mischievous 
and profane. They then deserved 
to be punished and destroyed. But 
God, who was very merciful and 
kind, would not destroy them ; 
but sent. his only begotten and 
dearly beloved Son, to teach men 
the right way, to make them sorry 
for their sins, and to offer them 
pardon, if they would repent and 
serve God. 


Thus, you see, that God was. 


not willing, that men should per- 
ish, but that they should become 
good and be made happy. 

This Son of God, of whom we 
speak, is our blessed Lord and Sa- 
vior Jesus Christ. He was en~« 
tirely happy, with his Father in 
heaven, before the world was 
made. Yet he pitied mankind, 


and could not endure to see them > 


hurting and destroying themselves, 


deing wickedly, and thus making 


themselves miserable. . Our bless- 
ed Savior, the Son of God was so 
kind, that he came down from 
heaven, and underwent much pain 
and trouble for the good of men. 


He not only suffered, but did much, 


with the same design. He went 
about doing good. He cured the 
sick, enabled the lame to walk, 
and opened the eyes of the blind. 
He preached good news to poor 
people. He showed them, that if 
they were good and holy here, they 
would be happy and honorable 
after death ; a great deal more 
happy and honorable than the 
richest men now are, and as happy 
as the best of them ever will be. | 
He did much good to ail, but no 
injury to any. Notwithstanding 
that, he was scorned and eviily 
entreated. At length being influ- 
enced by a desire to fulfil his Fath- 
er’s will, and to save souls, he wil- 
lingly yielded himself to his wick- 































~ ee 


Raye nae se F RE APS 
i. ~ 


> 


a 
i 
i 
¥ 
ug 
« 
‘ 





NP 


ed enemies, who murdered him in 
a very cruel manner, 

This was he, to whom, when 
alive, on earth, they brought little 
children. ‘This was he, who was 
so greatly displeased with his dis- 
ciples, because. they were not wil- 
ling, that little children should be 
brought tohim. This was he,who 
said, suffer little children to come 
to me,and forbid them not ; for, 
of such ts the kingdom of heaven. 
And immedtately, he took them up 
an his arms, and blessed them, 

How exceedingly kind and gras 
cious was it in him to regard not 
only the flock, in general, but the 
lambs of the flock ; to discover 
such affection and love for infants 
and children ! But if he were so 
gracious, while on-earth, he has 
the same kindness, now he is in 
heaven. If he once said, suffer 
little children to come to me, he 
says so at present. He has the 


same desire to make them happy 
now, which he had then; for, saith 
the apostle, Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, to-day and for- 
evr. 

But you must know, my dear 


children, that your hearts are 
much inclined to sin ; that you 
have, in a thousand instances of- 
fended God already, in obedience 
to those inclinations, which you 
ought to have resisted. And, 
therefore, you have need of diyine 
mercy, to pardon what is already 
done ; and of God’s Holy Spirit to 
make your hearts pure and your 
lives holy. 


[Here is a convenient place to | 


stop, if it should be thought too 
much to read the whole, at once. ] 

You sce that people of age die ; 
some older, and some younger than 
yourselves, But men do not die, 
as the brutes die. They are not 
destroved, at death ; but have a 
life afterwards ; a life too, which 
will never have anend. Their bo- 
dies die, and all their bodily pow- 
ers cease, They can neither 
speak, nor walk, nor labor. Yet 
their souls are alive, and will al- 
Ways continue so, They can 
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} think, and be happy, or miserableg: 
and they are a great.deal more 
pleased and happy, or else’ diss 
pleased and miserable than ever 
they were before they died. 

The reason of this’ difference 
between some and others, and the 
reason why some are made happy, 
and others miserable, is, that some 
have been good, and others have 
been wicked. Some have repent+ 
ed of sin, and obeyed Christ ¢ 
others have not repented of sin, 
but obeyed the duties of a wicked 
heart. ‘Those, who love and serve 
God, and have been meek, kind 
and obliging to one another, will 
be made happy forever, with God 
it heaven. Others, who have not 
loved God, but been wicked and 
profane, unkind and _ill-natured, 
will be cast off from God and hap- 
piness, and made miserable among 
wicked spirits. 

But if you desire to be informed 
what the blessed God requires of 
you, in order to your being made 
happy after death,I will inform 
you. You, must love God, and o- 
bey his Son Jesus. If you do love 
God and Christ, you will pray to 
God in Christ’s name. You must 
pray daily, that God would take 
away the corruption of your hearts, 
make you holy, teach you what 
you ought to do, and dispose you 
to serve him in all.things ; that 
he would keep vou from the snares 
to which children are exposed, and 
not suffer you to be led astray by 
the bad conduct of the wicked. 
You must bless God and praise 
him for all his goodness. 

At night, when you go to rest, 
you must repeat over the Lord’s 
prayer, or some other prayer, 
which you understand, and which 
will express your sense of entire 
dependence on God. In the morn- 
ing, think of God’s goodness, in 
preserving you the past night, and 
entreat him to keep you froma 
harm and from sin, the following 
day. 

Always be sure to attend to 
your parents, when reading, or 





when engaged in family praver. 
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When you are called to family 


prayer, see that you attend in a, 


solemn manner, and think of noth- 
ing else. So far as you under- 
stand the prayer, that is made, 
join in it, and pray for the same 
thines. : 

You must carefujly avoid all 
wicked language, all lying, for- 
getting of God, disobeying of par- 
ents, and unkindness to others. 
You must always remember that 
God is with you, and knows what- 
ever you think, or Say, or do. 

If your hearts and lives are a- 
rreeable to these directions, "you 
need not fear death ; for when- 
ever you die, you will go to be 
with God, and Christ, and good 
men, in perfect holiness and end- 
less joy. But if you live wickedly 
and without God in the world, you 
will be sent to the place of des- 
pair and misery. 

And now, 1s it not better to be 
the friends, than the enemies of 
your Maker ? Is it not better to 
obtain everlasting rewards, alter 
death, than to be punished with 
everlasting destruction ? 

May God take you under his 
care, and give you his Holy Spirit. 
And may Jesus Christ, who, while 
on earth, took little children into 
his arms and blessed them, re- 
ceive you into the covenant of his 


y ae 
love, that you may be forever with 


the Lord. 
——» +o 
FROM THE CLOSE OF THE RE- 

PORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF 

THE LONDON MISSIONARY S0- 

CIETY, 1805S. 

THE directors cannot conclude 
this report without expressing 
their sense of the gratitude, which 
is due to divine Providence, for 
the high advantages of a religious 
nature, which are enjoyed in this 
country ; under its happy consti 
tution, and the mild and tolerant 
administration of his majesty’s 
government ; by which, they are 
not only protected in the personal 
enjoyment of these sacred privi- 
leges, but have the opportunity al- 
so of communicating them to dis- 
VOL, I. NUM: I, 
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tant lands; thus advaricing the 
honor of the British name, by the 


‘exercise of the last dispositions, 


which belong to our nature, and 
the ¢ smmuuication of the highest 
benefits, which can be contered 
upon other nations. 
satisfaction, they express also 
their persuasion, that a just con- 
cern for the honor of the Redeera- 
er, in the conversion of the heath- 
en, appears to increase among 
christians, and although it stiii 
falls far below the importance of 
the occasion, and the extent of 
their duty, yet it justifies the hope 
that this sacred impression pro- 
ceeds from the highest source, and 
that it will gradually spread a- 
mong the churches, and produce 
the most beneficial effects, With 
sincere satisfaction, they recognize 
the meritorious zeal of other sc 
cieties, and rejoice in every ine 
stance of theirsuccess. Itis their 
earnest desire, that the promotion 
of this sacred cause may engage 
the friendly competition of every 
branch of the great community of 
christians ; and they will not cease 
to offer their supplications, that a 
divine benediction may attend 
theim all, Until within a few years 
past, three societies had the ex- 
clusive honor, of sending mission- 
aries from this country to the hea- 
then ; and these are justly entitled 
to distinguished respect in the re- 
cords of the church, Roused by 
their example, others have now en- 
tered into this immense field of 
christian berevolence, and partake 
in their labors. One society is 
promoting this great work, by the 
translation, and circulation of the 
scriptures and religious tracts, in 
the populous region of Hindostan 
before the power of which the 
strong holds of Satan are already 
beginning to shake; another is 
planting the standard of the cross 
in the confines of Europe and Asia, 
to which wehope the tribes of 
Tartary and the deluded advo- 
cates of the Koran will in due 
time repair. Whilst a third is at- 
tending to the instruction and pres 
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peration ofaccepted Missionaries, 
and thus laying a good foundation 
for future usefulness. “These, as 
well as this society, are the fruits 
of the zeal of christians in Britain, 
whilst the churches in America al- 
so, inspired by. similar motives, 
are sending forth in various direc- 
tions, their harbingers of the gos- 
pelamong the Indian tribes ; and 
have already received the cheer- 
ing account of its favorable re- 
ception. 

On the continent of Europe, we 

erceive the beams of evangelical 
light rekindling in several places, 
and contending with the principles 
of error and infidelity which have 
pervaded those regions, where the 
pure doctrines of the reformation 
were formerly maintained ; while 
the hand of Providence has thrown 
down the princtpal barriers of su- 
perstition In those countries over 
which anti-christ had long stretch- 
ed his bloody and despotic sceptre, 
and has thus prepared the way for 
the enterance of the gospel. 

These are events, which some 
may consider as those common oc- 
currences which arise in every 
age, and are connected with no 
important result ; but this society 
will rather cherish the hope, that 
they are the effect of superior im- 
pulse on the mind,and are a part 
of the arrangements of an infinite- 
ly wise and unerring Providence, 
which has determined the ultimate 
renovation of the world aftera 
long season oi darkness, depravity 
and disorder; and is now intro- 
ducing the dawn of that bright pe- 
riod, which, from the beginning, 
has been the favorite theme of 

rophecy, the hope andconsolation 
of the church, and is the chief 
glory of the christian dispensa- 
tion. 

‘Tothis great’consummation it is 
the privilege of the disciples of 
Christ to look with that firm con- 
fidence, which has for its basis the 
unerring records ; and whilst it is 
their duty also to promote its ap- 
proach by all the means which 


the scriptures suggest and allow, | 





they will cheerfully refer the event 
oftheir humble endeavors to him 


“who has reserved in his own hands 


the times and the seasons. Sted- 
fastly looking at the unfailing 
promise, their persuasion of its 
accomplishment at the right pe- 
riod, rests on the veracity of him, 
who presides over the vast con- 
cerns of the universe, and can com- 
mand all its powers, intellectual 
and material, to become the in- 
struments of executing his plea- 
sure, and fulfilling his word, 
i 
THE STORY OF JOSEPH, . 

IN London there lived a poor 
ignorant man, named Josefth. It 
was his employment to go on er- 
rands, and carry parcels, One 
day as he passed the streets, his 
attention being excited by music, 
from a neighbouring place of wor- 
ship, he drew near and entered. 

It was dr. Calamy’s church. 
The text was, “This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all accep- 
tation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom 
Iam chief.” 

From this passage the doctor 
preached, in the clearest manner, 
the antient apostolic gospel. 

While the gay and polite aud- 
lence admired more the inge- 
nuity than the fuiety of the preach- 
er, poor Joseph, in tattered cleth- 
ing, fixed his eyes on the doctor, 
and listened with eagerness and 
wonder. After service,as he went 
homeward, he often said to him- 
self, “Joseph never heard this be- 
fore ; Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners, like Joseph; 
and this is a true and faithful 
saying.” 

Not many days after he was ta- 
ken sick, with a fever, and often 
repeated, “Joseph is the chief of 
sinners ! Joseph is the chief of 
sinners !«But Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners, and 
Joseph loves him for this.” Some 
pious persons asked him how he 
felt in his mind. He answered, 
Joseph has nothing to say for him- 
self, only that he is the chief of 
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sinners, andas Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save such, why 


may not Joseph, after all, be sav- ]. 


ed? A gentleman_having found 
out where Joseph heard the words, 
upon which he dwelt with so much 
constancy and delight, went and 
informed dr, Calamy. 

The dr, readily hastened to see 
Joseph,,but found him extremely 
feeble and low. The instant the 
doctor spoke he knew his voice, 
and-exclaimed with a trembling 
tone, “Oh, sir, you are the friend 
of the Lord Jesus whom I heard 
the other day speak so well of him 
and I love you for what you then 
said. Joseph is. the chief of sin- 
ners, Jesus Christ has come to save 
such, and why not poor Joseph? 
Oh, pray to that Jesus for me, tell 
him that Joseph. thinks he loves 


him, for coming to save such sin-. 


ners ashe is,” ‘The doctor pray- 
ed. Joseph very affectionately 
thanked him. ‘Then reaching his 
hand under his pillow, drew from 
thence an old rag, in which were 
tied five guineas. 

He thus addressed the doctor, 


looking earnestly at him, “Joseph, 


laid up this to keep him in his old 
age. But Joseph will never see 
oid age. Take it and divide it 
among the poor friends of the 


Lord Jesus, and tell them Joseph. 


gave to them for his sake, who 
came into the world to save sin- 
ners, of whom Joseph is the chief,” 
Having said this, he instantly ex 
pired ; leaving the world a mem- 
orable froof of the efficacy of the 
christian religion, and a useful lese 


son of humility, of love to the Sa- 


vior of men, and of charity to his 
jioor. 

Dr. Calamy left this tender 
scene, not however till he had shed 
many tears over poor Joseph. He 
had, in so artless a manner, dis- 
covered his sincere Jove to the 
Lord Jesus, his Aofie in his mercy, 
and his unaffected kindness and 
chartty to his poor friends, as 
guite overcame, and melted the 
doctor’s heart. 


He used, often, to relate this 





story, as one of the most affecting: 
occurrencee of his life. 

Nort. The rev. Edmund Cal-. 
amy, D. D. was born in 1600 and 


died in 1666, 
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EXTRACTS .FROM ARCHBISHOP 


TILLOTSON’S WORKS, ON THE 

SUBJECT OF MISSIONS. 

“T do strongly hope, that there 
stillremains a harvest among the 
gentiles, to be gained to chris- 
tianity before the end of the world, . 
and that the providence of God, 
will in his own appointed time, 
make a further step in the conver- 
sion of the infidel nations ; and that 
more of the kingdoms of the earth 
shall become the kingdoms of tlie 
Lord and his Christ : and that yet 
before the end of all things, the 
light of the gospel shall be display - 
ed in a glorious manner, not only” 
in those vast empires of Tartary 
and China, and Japan and Hindos- 
tan, and other great kingdoms of 
the east, but in the large and dark 
regions of the new discovered 


‘world.”—Vol. X, Serm. 10. 


“And it seems to me not im- 
probable, if the conversion of the 
infidels to; christianity were Ssin- 
cerely and vigorously attempted 


‘by men of honest minds, who 


would make it their business to in- 
struct those who are strangers to 


our religion, in the pure doctrines 


of Christianity, free from all hu- 
man mixtures and corruptions, 1t 
seems to me in this case not at all 
improbable, that God would ex-. 
traordinarily countenance such an 
attempt by his all-fitting assist- 
ance, as he did the first publica- 
tion of the gospel. For as the wis- 
dom of God is not wont to do that 
which is superfluous, so neither 1s 
it wanting in that which is neces- 
sary.” Vol. X. Serm. 11, 
i 

THE REV. MR, WHITEFIELD’S 

LAST LETTER TO THE REV. 


MR, HERVEY. 
Dec, 19, 1758.* 


AND isjmy dear friend indeed 
about to take his last flight ! _Idare 
aol wish your return inte this vale: 
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of tears ; but our prayers are con- 


tinually ascending to the Father of 


our spirits, that you may die in the 
embraces of a never-failing Jesus, 
and in all the triumphs of an ex- 
alted faith! O, when will my turn 
come ! [groan in this tabénacle, 
being burdened,and long tobe cloth- 
ed with my house from Heaven. 
Farewell ! my very dear friend, 
f-a-r-e-well ! yet a little while, 
and we sh: ul meet 
“Where sin, and strife, and scrrow 
cease, 

“Anc all is love, and joy, and peace.” 
Fhen Jesus Christ will reward 
you for ail the tokens of love, which 
you have shewn, for his blessed 
name’s sake, to 

yours, most affectionately, in 

our common. Lord, 
GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 

Ged comfort your mother and 
rejations, and thousands and thou- 
sands more, who must bewail 
your dep: irlure, 

*Mr. ‘Herv ey slept in Jes us,Dec. 

_——2 + eo bs 
ANECDOTE 


OF THE LATE REV: MR. 


“A gentleman conversing with 


him in his illness, concerning the 
influence of divine truth on his own 
mind ; he replied, “I have made 
the investigation of truth the grand 
business of my lite, and am fully 
persuaded ef the truthof the gos- 
pel. ib know that I weokete ae- 
struction asa sinner, but rely with 
confidence on the div ine Enonge sa as 
cisplayed through Chr 
My heart is fuil with what I i wish 
to say to my people, should I ever 
again address them.” Soon after, 
he added, with great emphasis, a 
am as ha ippy &@S a man can be. 
Qn its beme said, that nothing 
bat the truths of which he had 
been speaking, could support a 
person in such a situation, he an- 
swered; “Ah ! Sir, nothing but 

iese things ought to satisfy @ per- 
he comes to this situa- 
tion” —re— 

PRACTICA’, CRITICISM, 

A plain country man, who wa 

effectually called by divine grace 


se 


Son be LUl 


ist Jesus.” 





under a sermon or Zech. ‘iii. 2: 
Is not this a brand pfilucked out of 
the fire 2? was, some time after- 
wards, accosted by a quondam 
companion of his drunken fits, and 
strongly solicited to accompany 
him to the alehouse ; But the good 
man stedtastly resisted all his ar- 
guments, saying, “Il ama brand 
plucked out of the fire.”? His old 
companion not understanding this, 
he explained it thus: “Look ye,” 
said he, “there is a great differ- 
ence betweenabrand and a green 
stick ;ifa spark flies upon a brand 
that has been partly burnt, it will 
soon catch fire again ; but it is not 
so witha green stick. I tell you, 


-lam that brand plucked out of the 


fire, and [dare not venture into 
the way of temptation, for fear of 
being seton fireagain.”” Was not 
this good practical divinity ? 
ee Sa 
DEATH OF VOLTAIRE AND ROUS- 
SEAU, 


From a letter of the rev. J. Fletch- 


er, dated Nyon, in Switzerland, 

July 15, 1778. 

IN one of my letters, I promi- 
sed you some anecdotes concer ning 
the death.of our two great Philoss- 
phers, Voltaire and Rousseau. M. 
Trenchin, the physician of the 
duke of Orleans, being sent for to 
attend Voltaire in his illness at 
Paris, Voltaire said to him, “Sir, 


‘I desire you would save my life. 


I will give you the half of my for- 
tme if you will lengthen out my 
Gays only for six months. If not, 
I shall go tothe devil, and carry: 
yeu away along with me.” 

Mr. Rousseau died more decent 
ly ; but as full of himself as Vol- 
taire was of the wicked one. .He 
that attention to nature, and 
the natural sun, which the chris- 
tian pays to grace and the Sun, of 

righteousness. ‘hese are some of 
his last words to his wife, which 
I copy from a printed letter circu- 
lating in these parts; “Open the 
window, that] may see the green 
fields once more, How beautiful 
How wonderful is the 
Sec that glorious light it 


2} 


is nature ! 


sun ! 








sends forth * It is God who calls 
syne. How pleasing is death toa 
man. who is not conscious of any 
sin! O God! my soul is now as 
pure as when it first came out of 
thy hands ; crown it with thy heav- 
enly bliss 1” 

God deliver us from se/f and 
satan. the internal and external 
fend ! the Lord forbid we should 
fall into the snare of the saddu- 
cees, with the former of those two 
famous men, or into that of the 
pharisees with the latter {” 


ON REPENTANCE. 

REPENTANCE originates in 
conviction of sin, is manifested by 
a concern of mind which nothing 
can divert, and is renewed and 
deepened by the word of God, 
which penetrates the heart, and 
discovers hidden depths of vanity 
and sin, which no words are suffi- 
cient todescribe. ‘True repentance 
is deep, universal, and not partial, 
as was the repentance of Saul and 
Judas, It is productive, and not 
barren. It must be abiding, and 
not transient. 

It would be proper to consider 
the evidences and effects of true 
repentance, as they appear in the 
characters of several persons men- 
tioned in Scripture. I shall, how- 
ever, confine my attention to one, 
a certain female mentioned in 
Luke, the seventh chapter, 41 and 
following verses. This'poor woman 
wept ; her tears witnessed the 
truth of her contrition ; recollec- 
tion of the past supplied matter of 
sorrow, and created bitterness of 
soul. Enter into this woman’s 
heart, read the lamentations of her 
mind : “Oh ! that I had never 
sinned ! How many Sabbaths have 
i prophaned ! How many hours 
have } mis-spent ! What idle words 
have I spoken! What folly have 
I committed ! What commands 
have I broken ! What warnings 
have I neglected ! And what in- 
gratitude have I .discovered !” 


































On Repentance. 37 


“What shall I do tobe saved ?”?~' 

She turns to the Savior, and 
falls prostrate at his feet. He sees 
her: tender, dissolving, breaking 
heart, and is ‘*moved with com- 
passion.” It was to her a sgatis- 
faction, a relief, tobedew with her 
tears those blessed feet which went 
about doing good. Not content 
with thus bedewing them, she kiss- 
ed them. Attend to the language 
of that kiss ; what does it seem 
to say ? “This is that blessed Mese 
siah of whom the prophets spake; 
he who should bruise the serpent’s 
head, that subtle serpent by whom 
Ihave been tempted, and, alas { 


seduced intosin. ‘This is that Sa-_ 


viour of the world who shall take 


away the curse, and open the king- 


dom of Heaven to all believers. 
He came to save sinners ; and, if [ 


am saved, oh t what tokens of home . 


age, what expressions of regard 


. will repay the debt of love I owe? 


This 1s he who hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, and hath fors 
given mine !” She anointed his 
feet, this signified that she grudg- 
ed no expence, no labour, no at- 
tention, could she but add to his 
comfort, or obtain but a smile of 
approbation from him. 

The “ninety-and-nine just per-. 
sons which need no repentance,” I 
apprehend with submission to those: 
who differ in judgment from me, 
intend the Pharisées who were then 
present*®, and all seli-righteoug 
persons to the end of the world ; 
those openly avow that they do “as 
well as they can,” and.so of course 
have nothing to repent of, 

“There is joy in Heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth.” Why 
so? Because an immortal soul is 
plucked from everlasting misery ; 
another trophy is added to the vic- 
tories of Jesus Christ; the great 
nemy of God and man is morfi- 
fied and disappointed ; the church 
acquires an additional member ; 
the gospel receives another wit- 
ness to its efficacy, and another 
advocate for its truth ; and, lastly, 

_— 
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“8 Ordinations. 


the tide of iniquity is checked in | Dear reader, art thou a penitent? 
the family aad in the neighbour- | come with me to the foot of the 
hood where the penitent resides.t | cross, “The bleeding cross has 
promised all, hath sworn eternal 


+Maith. v.13 io lf. grace |” ALETHISO, 





ORDINATIONS 


At Dennis, Massachusetts, 2d | vEN 5, Se After an 
January, the rev. CALER MOL Sits appr -opriate anthem, and intro- 
of Monument Ponds, was ordained | ductory hymn, the rev, Eliphalet 
as successor to the rev. Nathan | Porier,of Roxbyry, prayed. The 

Stone. Exercises. Prayer by‘mr. | sermon was delivered by the 
Bu irr, of Sandwich. Sermon by | father of the candidate, the rev. 
mr. Kendall, of Piyn reponat from | J — Buckminster, D. D. of 
Philipians ii, 29, Receive him smouth, N. H, from Titus iii. 
therefore in the yo d with ali\15, “Let no man desfiise thee.” 
gladness, and: hold suchin refiuia- 1c Cons secrating prayer was per- 
sion. Ordainin ig prayer hy mr, | formed by the rev, dr. Lathrop. 

yharge | ile Charge was given by the rev. 

by mr, Shaw of re table. Rig! mr. Cushing of Waltham, the 
hand of Feliowship by mr. \ Vat- right hand of fellowship by the rev. 
erman of Barnstable. Concludi Ing | mr. Emerson of Boston, and the 
prayer by mr. Lincoln of Fal- } rev, dv. Morse ciosed the exerci- 
ynouth. ses with prayer. A numerous 
—<s— assembly honored themselves, and 

JInnuary 36, 1805, was ORDAIN- | the occasion by a decency and de- 
ED to the pastoral charge ci the | ccrum of deportment, and an in- 
Church of Christ in Brattie-street, | terest in the scene that displayed 
Boston, the rev. Josep, STx- | its solemnity. 








—ai Oe 


M ARRIAGES. 


At Portsmouth, mr. Samuel (Mr. George Daniels to miss 
Hall, 3d, to miss Lucey Shores. | Elizabeth Hill. 
Mr. Samuel Wuliams of Phila- At Rye, mr. George B. Odi- 
.delphia, to miss Elizabeth Hill, oi | orne to miss Ruth Kinnear, both 
Portsmouth. of New-Castle. 
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OBITUARY NOTICES. 


January 13, 1805, died at his | earlier part of it, had been busily 


} 


seat in Portsmouth, after a long | devoted to worldly pares. We 
and distressing illness, the hon. {| may add the testimony of his dis- 
WoopsurY LANGDON, 9 in the | ting >uished talents, to the truth of 
66th year of his age. In the re- ia propos ‘ition that is too little re- 
figion of Jesus Christ, the reveale garded, *Phatnothing will support 
meugion of the gospel, he found his in the articles of "death, but the 
only $ Savior, support and refuge, | hopes and a that the gos- 
at the close ofa life, which, inthe | pel inspires.’ 
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Died, at Hanover, N . 1. on th 
sabbath evening, 13th of Seniaarn 
MRS. HANNAH FULLER, consort 
of Caleb Fuller, A. Ma and daugh- 
ter of the rev. Habijah Weld,late 
of Attleborough, Massachusetts, 
in the 64th year of her age, 

If to drop the tear of sorrow on 
the tomb of departed worth be e- 


qually the dictate of duty as of 


friends hip, no one of her nume- 
yous and respect able acquaint: ince 
can refuse this tribute of respect 
to the memory of the deceased. 
Possessing in an eminent degree 
the amiable, and endearing accom- 
plishments © f the woman; she was 
no less distinguished for the more 
sublime and exalted virtues of the 
christian. In every relation of 
life she displayed a Character, 
which, while it commanded es- 
teem and respect, could not but be 
viewed as a pattern worthy of uni- 
versal imitation. As a neighbor, 
she was kind, charitable, and he- 
nevolent.. Her hand - was ever 
ready to assist the distressed, and 
to wipe the tear of sorrow from 
the eye ofthe afflicted. -As a con- 
sort and parent, she was affection- 
ate, vigilant, and exemplary. As 
a christian she was meck, pious, 
and resigned. Having a well 
grounded “hope, in the merits of 
her Redeemer, which, as it was 
her greatest consolation in life, so 
it was an unfailing friend in the 
hour of death. Her disorder was 
ranid in its progress and her dis- 
solution sudden ; but she was not 
unprepared, Her example lives, 
while she, as we trust, having eo 

the faith and finished her course 
with joy; is far beyond the cont 
of sorrow in the enjoyment of her 
God. 

aE 
Vet eda Philander bad bespoke bis shroud, 
aver bad be cause, @ warning was denied. 
YOUNG, 

It is with painful sensibility we 
announce the death of mr. EsEen- 
EZER Evans, the youngest son of 
the widow Susanna Evansof Ports- 
mouth. He sailed with capt ain 
Goodwis, from this plage, and, in 








































Clituary Notices. 4 


aboutten days after his departure, 
in January, of the present year, 
was washed overboard ; and thus, 
at the age of sixteen, he suddenly 
found a watery grave. 

This youth was gr -eatly endear: 
ed to his relatives and acquamt- 
ance by an amiable an obliging 
disposition, and that modesty of 
cdeportment, which is ever becom- 
ing. Had that Providence, whose 
ways, although dark and it itricate, 
are merciful and kind, seen fit to 
spare his life, he w: uld, no doubt, 
have distinguished himself by his 
activity and usefulness in the 
world; butthe fairest rose is often 
blighted ere it is fully blown. 
“Honorable age is not that, which 
standeth in length of time, nor 
“that is measured by number of 
“vears ; but wisdom is the grey 
“hair unto men, and an unspotted 
‘life is old age.” 

May the surviving parent, broth- 
ers, and sister be supported under 
the many times repeated and dis- 
tressing breaches, which have, in 
a few years, been made upon their 
happy domestic circle. May the 
young improve such an unexpect- 
ed dispensation at the hand of God, 
as a solemn warning to be also 
ready ; for no one knoweth what 
a day may bring forth. 

Mrs. Evans has lost the follow- 
ing four children, who, happy in 
life, were but little divided in 
death, viz. 

Mary Evawms, who died, 20th 
May,.1801, aet. 27. 

SusANNA Evans, 5th Noy. 
1801, aet. 26. 

Joun Evans, 27th December, 
1802, aet. 22, 

EBENEZER Evans, January, 
1805, aet. 16. O:. K;S.. 
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February 4, 1805, died sudden- 
ly Thomas MaxtTIN, esq. in the 
73d year of his age. He was re- 
turning to his house from the bu- 
siness of the afternoon, and was 
taken with a difficulty of breath- 
ing, or atemporary loss of breath, 











AG 


a complaint, to which for several 
rnonths he had been at times sub- 
ject. Stoping a little while with 
a friend, he thought he was so far 
recovered as that he could reach 
his house. But entering the door 
of his son in law, who lived on the 





A Hymn. 


| 


him, he sunk down and expired 
without any struggle or convul- 
sion. How important to be pre- 
pared for death ; to be living im 
actual readiness for that interest- 
ing event ! “Blessed is that ser 
vant, whom his Lord, when he 





way, and shutting the door after | cometh, shall find so doing.” 


i. Sie aS Sa 


At the DEDICATION of a NEW MEETING HOUSE 
In BPPING, June, 1804. 
BEFORE the or’ent throue of God, 
Enraptured spirits sing ; 
“he Seraph and the Cherub join, 
“And sweep the immortal string.” 





From his majestic shining throne, 
JEHOVAH bows to approve, 
The homage of th’ angelic host, 
Who tread the courts above. 


And will the great, adored God, 
Attend the strains we sing? 
Will he accept the sacrifice, 

We to his Altar bring ? 


Lord, to thy consecrated courts, 
We'll joyfully repair ; 

To see thy glory, in thine house, 
And taste thy mercy there. : 
Within this temple, LORD, which we 
With willing hands have rear’d ; 

Attend thy preached word with power, 
And let our prayer be heard. 


Here mighty God thy love display, 
Here let thy glories shine ; 

Here be each humble wetting soul, 
Enrich’d with grace divine 


Here let thy priests be cloth’d with grace, 
And shine as flames of fire ; 

Let holy souls assembled here, 

Glow with intense desire. 


Here spread the table of thy grace, 
And bless the sacred board ; 
©! dwell in thine own ways of love 


Within thy temple, LORD ! 





